THE BJs

- fred Py Sy

Tow-rd midnight on 8 Septe~ber 1943, two 7.5, a‘wﬂz:;rfic'era elizbed
down the side of the destroyer U.S.35. Knizht rni into a motor whelebo-t.
They cz=rried carbines, =n’ they wore the wickes knives, steel helnets, -nd
ezsy groce of maphibious Tighters. A hzndful of enlisted =en, sizil-rly
equdped, followed them in. There were s “ew -uffled commenis, the molor
aputtere ! and the perbty wes on its way, They hesded for the west coast of
Itzly =nd the Icole £1 Tentotenc.

It =as a ztrenge crat 2nd = stronger nizeion. This nizht - D minus 1
in the Sslerno 1l-ondings - the enemy was in for its first full dose of the
Besch Juamperz, the Nuvyt!s hush~hush boys, the outfit nobody knew,

The Pifth Army wes about to invade the Itelian zainlend =nd the Bezch

Jumpers were ‘ettint thc atrge. 0OFffecially, their Operations Order aelled or:
) pUigipt =

cre&hing“tasz“Scnle threqbsksyd diveraions}on the northern flank of the msin

sgsrult; neutralizing and destroying enemy shipping enccuntered in that aree;
raiding the meinland; occupying islanis ssjecent to Heples end thus denying
the enemy b:ses Trom which he could sortie with E-Bosts, destroyers =znd othur

warera™t. P rt of thiz job wzs to czpture the strategically-placed Islend

\

of Ventotene &ni its radar Btution,(;etting up 2 ground beam;for paratroopsrs

#ho would be fixing on it just two hours sfter the BJ laniing. Thia hed bo Se
precision pius. Another part, which was being handled simultanecusly by
other BJ elements, ¥s3 to csuse a viclent stir in the Gull of Greta, to the
end thnt the enemy wou 4 falsely coneclude that o big invasion was sbout to

be launched on the beaches north of Haples., £11 this was to be aeccompishe!l
per Besch Juaper strle, which mennt [ew wen, Tew bort2 and a biz bagful of
tricks.

In the wake of the =mhaleboat came other crsft, 2 ghostly file [illed
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fficers, Beach Jumper specialists, anﬁ azmphibious scouls snd coa-

mendos of several Allied nationa. The Lieutenant in tbe whrleboat, tall,
strong-featured and keen-eyed, tugged unknowinzly at his cartridge belt.
From the Ventotene shore he saw 5 single {lare rise, then another, snd -
third.

"Looks like theytve lecided to anrrender, sir.®™ The Lisunbenant adiressed
the ggptain wstching intently “row his position et the rudder handla, As he

spoks a second series of {lzres it the sky. This was Tollowed by = third,

"¥hot the hell ¥ seid the Captain, 94F they want to zurrender why doait

they de it us ingtructed?®
ov A

A(?each Jumpég)loud spesker systes had bromdeast a surrender demnnd to
the Ventotene garrison not meny ninutes earlier, sugeesting that = stroug
force lay outside the hwrbor. The ¥strong “orce® céﬁaiﬁteé'bf”the U.3.3.
Knight, 2 creeny Dateh gunboat cailed tne Florss, and an odd lot of G.3. Air-
Sea Rescue boste, British light motor unbdozts (Eﬁés) »ad 85 foot mctor
.launchégjLéglor torpedo bnzts (¥TBs--which were the same 23 ﬁﬁe 4GRs except
that they mounted torpedoes forw rd im sl:ce of 5 pounder guns),=nd a lome
PP—abeut 30 all told. Bub on the.sersen of .ihe radsr nt Véntotenp these smell

: M 54-"\
craft, to which were attnéhed(?o eret radar conntermsnsurbg;xhut magnified

their sizes, looked like crhiaéQETEiﬁ”ﬁéitIeships. xhéwéhrrender inatrnctions
called for three {lares.

"I7d say the loeal citizenry arentt taking any chances," said the
Lieutenant,

T¥ou mean they on't. want us istaking their intentions?®

*Tes, sir.t®

®Y ‘guess youlrs right, So far, everything seems Lo be moving ckeyr,

How much tine?®

"Re ouzht §o hit th: guay in three minutes.s 1If this surrender is on the
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level there won't be zuch to write home aboud

wIf 4t isn't I'11l be glad to take over the landing psrty,® of Pfered the
Lieutenent,

"Ittg 2 desl,® said the plernsant-faced Captain. "IL there's trouble
it 21]1 yours. Welll ses vhsat a planning officer cea do with a lending
perty.”

The Lieutensnt iaughed. *You forget, sir,* he said, "that I commanded
a commsndo flotille 3ix months before I went in for planning.®

The Capteir hadn't forgotten. As g matter of fact, they were two of &
a%s -~

kind. B8y rightg Capt. C. L. An*rews Jr\} who commanded the(iiversionarx)

s 2
Task Group under which the Beach Jumpe*s operated thet nigbt, shou‘d heve

R T )
a

remained on his Flagship, the U.S.5. Knight. Anddé?. Donglas ?ei*banka Jr.}

e

who £3 Special Operations Officer for Vics Admirel H. K. Hewitt, ComNavNau -
(Conrander, United States Naval Forces, Norih Aftlcan Waters), had dresmt up
and prepared this nisht?a work, had no businesa leaving the Flagship nor

leeding a combat party ashore. They both had an affinity for actiom. ¢ Li.

;w;:z;;::;; had a habit of wangling temporary 3uty with the Beach Jumpers after
.;;u;;;w;lanned them into a hot operaticn. He had voluntesrrd for the whele
coabst operetion, and was stariing out with Ventotene.

Ahead, the cuay locmed stiil en? bluck. When the whaleboal was Tifty
yardie off, z sheet of {lame seared the pier and en sxplosionvmade thae cluxmsy
oraft rock. ¥achine gun bullets and mortar shells splesttered the water,

®Do¥n, " yelled the Lieutenunt, and ducked 10:.‘ He wag tsking over.
¥hen the boat touched the suay he sprang out, his zen close behind. A szell
gunboat, flying a Hazi navel emsign, ley burning and partially destroyed. In

the shzdows of the dock buildings he s2w ¢ Nasi Nevel Warrant Officer, grensdes

in hznd, ané he forced his surrender.

Yortars snd hesvy machine zun slugs were cracking througzh., The Lieu-~
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nont dezleyel men snd, celecting = few, led a reconnaisence jerty through

the village, estoblishing pickets at key polnts to clear the wey for the hand-

ful of trozps that wou_d». N 1low . By now the enemy ire hzd slowed, although
snipers kept the perty ssuticus. TReports were coming in. The surrender wes
gemuine, sa fer as the Iheller population sn  ermed Veesclist ¥ilitie were com-
cernad, but four Gerwan officers and 27 xen hsndling the redar znd signal
stations for the Luftwaife nad holed up in a fortified apot end decided to
fight it out. Intslligence hadn't mentioned their presence. In facit, 4he*

report read that Yentotene wes clear of Nezis,
\
\

At thie Juncture a ot of things were happening. Cz; helf-lozen 038 men,j
who often worked zlong with the Beach Jumpers, were nll aver the Island, They
were £ biz help, Li. (jg) Henry Ringling Nort.h,(oss neval representetiw} and
ag smazing s his {zamilyts eircus, rounded up and joycusly disermed the Fascist
Vilitie, helped(I.t. E‘ai.z~bank9;:-os‘b plckets, end orgnnived the dei‘enee of %the
I=land, mecnwhile sicking up stray bits of veluasble Intelligence. ;\:apt.. Frank
Terallo, AUZ, ex-football ecaptain at the University ot Alabama, headed the 0S8
group. He located = loezl priest and went to call on the Sermans. They wers
agre cesble to talking business, particu’nn_, sinceéu'}t. Ta rallo}ic’-n't sorrect
their Imprezsicn — 2o shown on thelr redar - thet = hattle force of capital
ships vr2 engeged in the Venrtolene s3sau.t. When the U.3.S. Knight and its
zecenpanying “spit-cot® Tleet steamed in some hours later with 1800 rein-
Torcenerts, bLhere wasn!t mict: Yo Jo execepl herd the 91 Germnzns eboard, dise
mentle the fezi raisr {or shipment %¢ the U.3., snd relsase political ;risoners
from a2 nenrhy Islena. Cn)f,. drewsg, Lte Fairbenke, Capte Taralle, and Li.
Rox )all siznad ihe unconditi-nsl surrender agreement zitz the Italisn
cozanrler., & lew days lnber, when Lhe Islands of Caprl surrendered Ir another
Bezch Juuper nou—q\ix. airbnn;-.geccephei the surrender on beanif of General

Eisenhower and Admiral Hewitt. The Itellan Colonel, contacted at & secret



TG2-SEG

rendezvous, w23 o"erwhelmed at the privilege of capitulating to such notables,

In the Gulf of Gaeta, still on T almus 1, another Beach Jumpsr group
®es hoving a big time. Their Jdversicnary efforts, irue to Admirzl Hewiti's
directive, had succeeded in setiing enemy comstal and 43 batteries rearings
In no time the coast, far from the actual lending zones around Naples, was in
s dither. And ehy not? Here is what the enexy heard and saw.

The bright ‘lares seer from the shore re:embled powder churges lesving
the murzles of big guns. The heavy smoke‘screens presunnblg wid battlewagona,
High {icelity 5peak§rs.broadcast the recorled sounds of betﬁla roars. Real"
five inch beach barrese rockets heightened the illusion.x:géa thelr ?adiosg
the enemy picked up combet converzstion between ships, not mowinz that in}
Air-Sea Rescue Boats men were reading what was brosdes:d from prepared scripts,
Paratrocners - 15 inches tall and =sde of plaster - were Arooped in self-in-
#loting psrachutes. Yost crnclusive of all, the cosstal radars "saw® the

1 2 L NS e B -, |

hge fleet. There w5 no mistaking the biz blobs on the scrsensy ¥hat the
eneny 4idn*t see wes the stranze seraphernalia strung from the ballagggm“wwdﬁl
fostened scme 530 Teet nbove the little boets§ Inclnded were strips of foil
1% feet long ani tw: inches wide czlled ”Angg}gf" ‘They creseted a spot on a
radar sercen that cérresponded in size to a carrier., There were welrd wire
cages known as "Chickens® that becese cruzisers on the screen. And there were
"Corner Reflectors®, looking like the framework for boz-kites, fastened direct-
ly to the bonts. 'Hsflectora’ loomed up the size of bnutleshipa or crnisera.!‘

All this dacided the commnnder of a ntne-ehin Germnn ;onvoy harbored
off Naples to hend Tor the open seaa at top speed. In the process his F-
Lighters, Siebel Ferries, snd E-boats, 2ll well-armed, crossed the course of
two British motor torpedo boats aitached to the Beach Jumper diversicinary

forces These boets were enzaged the f{irst night, in one of the Innumerable

gecret jobs that befell the Beach Jumpers, this one ca linz for putting five
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‘ 0SS civilien agents [ashore behind enemy lines. They were under the comm=and

of{Lt, Cmdr. John Kremer .TrT, USHR., later killed vhile lesding a Beach
Juaper operaticn off Luzon. A middle-aged mortgage company president from
Eewerk, HJ., @f- Krai:% wa3 Tabulous in combat and wag the subject of
segeral remarksble rep;rts by Combat Correspondent John Steinbeck. Q:mdr.
Kreme) ordered hia MTBs to halt, and taking advantage of the early morning
derkness, they lay in weit. After ten mimutes a large object showed dimly
800 yards to starboaerd and(Cmdr. Krener}:rdered four torpedoes fired. Forty
aecoixds later, as the 4IBs slowly crawled :{way from the center of enemy
traffic, a double explosicn shook the silence and a.crfss the well-lit water
th;° Beach Juapers suw a bulky smmnitlion ship go do‘;&. The ensuing enemy
barrage was terrific, but under cover of bleckness ém!r. Kremer's"}i‘mé .
managzed to sneak back to the U.S.S. Knight and help out for another eight
days an nights until the BJs had completed its chores.

' |

‘rhis was extra-curricular adventure. Intelligence told of more :lm-

portant resulta for the whole operation a "ew weeks later, 41lied Force

T e enmS D eamam s

fleadmaarters credited the Special Opemtions and Diversifnary"rask Group with
contributing heevily to the succesa of the main landings. "&nu the waunted
15th Panzer Division had been glued to the Gulf of Gaeta for & cruicisl 10
days instead of moving 2a originally plmned to Salernof where its presence

* certainly would have turned the tide ) *

Turing the Italian laniings thers wers more Ventotenes az;d more geceret
chores. The Beach Jumpers executed a Comx!;ando redd on San Hertino Herbory
Capri, Ischis, and Procida, strategic islands comsnding the entrance bo the
Gulf of Eaples, were occupied, bread and water were carried to the neer-
 gtarved people of Ponza; szell-bost operating bases were established ahead

of the Allied advance{secret agents were landed} In nine days nine islends
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were cantured ?our raids were executed against the mainlend and enemy ship-
ping and combat reserves were immobillzed. All this whils the succeszs of the
aain lsnding hung on a thread.

They casme into their own with the Salerno campeign. A “ew menths
earlier, when they hzd tried » diversion during the 8icily Invasion - thelr
first combat test - everything had gone wrong. But with the Salernc opersticss
they had icial comrerddations to their credit 2ni they knew that top echelon
officeral the brass hats at COMINCH who issucd their directives, endjComRovie=
for whom theyhioﬁked operati-nally, were ching them eagerly. The commetida-
tions didn't mention the outfit by name#[zzz; were TOp Secret and strictly off
the record but the signs were enough to 3how ther bLhat they were considered
something speciale.

Something specisl they were all through the spring anZ summer of 1944,
when the war in Furope was reaching its climax, One unit helped pin domn eizht
Axis divisions in the Adriatic and gavé considereble aid to General Tito.

A mumber of operations indirectly asslsted the Normency Invasiocn. Beach
Jumﬁera figured prominently in the French recapture of Elba. Then, to top
everything they'd done befors, they helpjed make the Southern France Invasion
1§ok'easy - though 1% was snything but that - in a series o action-packed
diversions,

As it turned out, the Besch Jumpers proved a whopping success. If they
had figzled, 8 certain iive-wire lieutenant might have burned. For it wasn®t
Navy cusgoa to give a young junior officer mich control over a msjor pro-
ject as Lt. (later Lt. Cmdr. amd then Cmdr Fairbrnks jhed over the BJs. But
they didu't fizzle and the lieutenent didnft burn. He 3ié pretty well for
hizself, with the Legion of Herit, the Silver Ster ¥edal, the British Dis-
tinguished Service Cross, the Prench Legion of Homor, end the Croix de Cuerre

with Palm, plus n flock of swell-reading commendations, to show Ior his efforts.
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Any one of these spelled an exceptional ccmbat csreer. The Legior of Herit,
particularly, is a Navy venity, with only about 800 oubt of 350,000 reserve
officers earning theam in this war.

A1l this was more then poetic justice, for therﬁfwasn't ruch connected
with the Beach Jumpers that didntt stem straight from;Lt. Pairbankad He had
gonceived the idea of forming a unit within the Navy that could carry out

ffirganized diversions}jin support of oversll aperations. He had sol? it to
the Navy late in 1842, Then he had proceeded to build it, step by step. e
was the sparkplug, the malnsoring, the fond fether and whatever else you
choose to call an officer who puts his whole soul into his outfit.

/ i

f The gzerm of the idea had cceurred to Lt, Fairbanks in Fngland in 1942.}
Pollowing a turn of rough Yurmensk and North Atlantic convoy duty, he had
gone to England ns s zexzb:r of the Combined Operations Command Planning Steff
and there found himself partiecipating ia a navel commando, in such nastimes
38 the Dieppe raid and several aaaller‘Sut comparsble sec~et laniings. The
thought, sponsored by Lord Louis Mountbatten, st that time Chief ol Coxbined
Operaticns, wss that the British, then lacking full aiiitary strength, ousht
to annoj the Nazis with offensive feints and thrusts, espitelizing on what-
ever weaknesses vwere uncovered. As & loglerl sted in'such exploitation the
British had eatsblished, in Scotlan , a sonic deception school which paraded
under the nisleading neme of ®"Light Scout Car and Training Center®, By the
time Pairbanks visited it, visusl decepticn (camouflage, cumey tanks, dumamy
aircraf;, and the like)'had been added to the curriculum. This business
was go important to the‘British "Brass Hets® that, in order to prevent tipoing
its hard, it ordered Genreral Alexender to discontinue use of dumsy camouflagze
in his fignt against Rommel in the Test African Desert.

/lLte Fairban'x% opened his campaign for a diversicuary zetup by writing

voluninous reports’%c Washington, trying to int-rest the right people via



-9 -

TOP-SEp: T

'channels.” He aidn't aske much headway until he returnsd te the U,S. lste
in 1942 and was ordered to the staff of Vice Admiral H. K. Hewitt, then
ComAmphorLant (Commander, Amphibicus Porces, U.S. Atlantic Pleet), who had juit
come to Norfolk from North Africe to repair and reprovisicn a lerge part of his
fleet, He was big and heavy-set, n brillient mathematician, with the rerute-
tion lor being z young-mirnded admiral whe might sponsor a romising sxperiment.
He listened well during several sessions withklairbank;)anﬁ 40 the Lieutenani's
proposal to set up & training school nesr Norfolk he memoed briefiy, %3 fine
idea.® Evolving new doctrines on amphibious lamiings, raiding srocedure,
asssult creft under fire, smoke screens, was hls responsibility, and he liked
(l?aifbank%} spproach %o the subject. He assigned the Lifuxenant to the Fx-
verizentrl and Developmental Section, with an added training function, and

resceo.

designated hi: a2 Naval Com:ando expert. | He arranged top echelon liaison with
[ e

COMINCH (Commender in Chief), thereby cutting through chemnels in developing

the secret diversicnary devices recommended by Feirbanks. The whole sctivity
was labelled top secret and restricted to a few Ten.

. Froz Januery to Herch 1945,6.15. ?airbmk; molded his new organization in
his hea& and on peper. He wanted a set up that woulld nodl only meke the encmy
think éomething but would meke him do something, and when he did something to
force him into the wrong move. To.accomplish this you.aeeded redsr counter-
measures, dumxy 2sratroops, high speed smoke, dummy landing craft, an.l other
specisl devices, as well a3 a large order of Lnow-how on navel tactics and
strategy. This was work for COWINCH'3s scientists, in collaborstion with the
Hational Defense Research Comzittee set up by President Roosevelt, Private
coxpruies cexe into the picturs, buQ{ét. Fairban%% never even saw them as the
developmer. continued in an atmosphere I deep seérecy behind Merine-guarded
doors.

Puring cne of these 3essicna(gfpt. Jell Metzef} UsSt, Chief of the Read-

~——

H
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iness Q}ntsaun of COAINCH, trouble-shooter extraordinary, and the man who put
rockets on landing crzft, gave the Beach Jumpere their neme. He had been
working wiuh(?;of. Herold Burris-deyer and ex—college srofessor anhfémdr.
Vincent HMow?i'omerly ol Bell Telephone Labs., to develop sounds that
wenld collapse wells, drive men beserk and sccomplish cther usefu’ =ilitary
ends,e During the process they developed a sonic decepilion mechine which weﬁt
by 'ohe‘ code name o "Heater”y converaational\ly referred to as "BJ", This was
in recognition of what [Capt, Hiizel called ;&s "ByY-Jeausl qualitxes.iNLt.
ralrb&uks'*out ’it struck him the same way, so he culled it ¥BJ", too. Laier
the initi;is were evpunded to Beach Jumpers, to hide its rezl purpose.

When the Beach Jumper school aiarbed operating in Xarch its 50 students
vere & hsndpicked lot. fit. Fairbanks;ﬁnd a couple of assistznts had cenvassed
1,000 trzinees at Princeton, Hurvard, Kotre Dame, srd a hslff dozen Navol Officers!
Schools, initislly warning them thet if they repeated anything said during the
interview, they were ripe for a court martisl. But what the men learned during
those sessicns only indics ted thet there was something bilg and exciting afoot.
They surmised this from the fact that they were asked to volunteer for un-
identifiéd, extra-hezardous duty, to do commando-like phyaical trsining, and
to te extra—speciai security-conscicus on sll matters concerning the unit,

The 50 selectees were specialists in rader, radic communicetions, engineering,
boat handling, nevigeticn, gunnery, camsouflage, or sinilerly uselul skilils,
Their 1.3« hod to be high and their record had to show imegination an! re-
sourcelulnesse’

ﬁ.ut. ?airb‘nkgﬁran the school for a lew weeks, then was relieved by e
aighe‘ ranking officer, when he moved to the Mediterranean, slong with scme
of tae initinl 835, to unloose a diversivnary for Comfiavies preliminery to

the Sicily landing:. The respite from training seemed like & vacaticn, for
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the men kad been getilng up et & a.i. for a ccourse thas tock in everything
from epamando and rough sen treining, to math sn? physlesz. Moot of the time

{ Lt. felrbansé ved on thedr deels o see that they knuckled dosn,

" In his &pare time at Forfolik (?alrbanas pianred the Sleily reiding
operations, rehecrsing with the unibta. But uneil they kit the sizging sres
the zen didu't kacw what for, except that it wss to be an actorl Invesics,

4 possible clue to the Beaeh Jumpers' medicere chowing b Sieily wes
the non~empioyrent cf radar counberme&surse, Since thir proved to be the
only poor BJ cgiration, anc ho.\ucldenba,..ly, the only one adruc redsr achtivity,
the Iinference seems likely, Ruder bocuzepocus pas LLr wenper that Ffocled
the enemy most in leter epizodes.

Bgtween operaticnsli@. Frirbankaswes one of the busicet »en in the
Fleet,'<?é wes in on all secret glanninix‘uné vhen it crzme Lo & Bereb Juapes:
job he hod to "scrownge sround™ for the mem and miberisl, The FTs, TBg,
¥GBa and the other eratt used in BJ operztioms were elweys scsrce. He hed to
keer the radar specialisis, boet handlers, scouts, reiders, comzunications
teans, nﬁd rocket experts, who were alv;ys hell-bent-for-leather gents, hsppy
between actions and keyed for them when they came. He worked with everybody,
sné in the course of a nerning he might hucddle with e bunch of EAF Teder
sersonnel acheduled to drop “uinkﬁg; in aupport of his next divnrsian, theu
leave them to czll on the Admiral. Sometimaa_he had to circuzvent chennels,
He had to work guerdedly snd he had & memc from the Aduiral, ancther from

i COMINCH and a third from Lord Louis Younttatten to help him nlong, They all

¥or security ressons he will not always be

Asaid sbout the szeme thing: wIs is requested that those concerned will give
bi - every possible assistunce.l::

able to give full explanations = the duties which he is performing,
After Smlerno he was ordered to England where he lent a hand in dece?tion

planning =nd special operetions for the Cross-Channel Invasion. The Beeeh
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Jumpers 28 such 'w‘m engaged directly in ’Overlord", the code name for the
Pareendy eanpalign, but they hélped ocut fndireetly, 24 sizeeble fleet of small
ereft, minesweerers end HLs uxecuted & Beach Jumper élanned iversion for {ive
days off the Pns de Celais, | Thfoughcmt the ecarly nert of 1944 they built up -
a gerles ¢ jebe end di:’tré ctions svgeesting that the Invesion ol Southern |
Frence zight core before Nermandy svd ithat the Adristic might be the scene -of
en pesevlt. The nst reonlt wees to hold treops in Italy and elsevhere in
soitthern Furope, vhe 2ight otherwise have boen -ore profitably emnloyed by
the Axia n *he north. When 6 June 1944 rolled sround the Beach Jumpers wgrs
mtt‘aly reoresented by hunirnds of demolition-char~ed dummy parstroopers thet
Genersl Fisenhower had ordered dropped onto the Peninsule. The inflateble
rubber dummics, five feet tall and eguined with self-opening parschutes, hed
heen desioned by{Lt. Fairbrnlrr} a3 a Beach Jumpser diversion.

ifter the Br{f;inh huddles the busy lleutenant i‘lem to Washington to
farnge for the things needed to keep the Beesh Jumpers fumectioning., On behalf
of Adniral Hewitt he nicked up additionsl tesms and a wide asasortment of ordnance
and speciel devices. Included were specislly desizned dummy landing craft; )
electrieally—~iriven 4n£‘lntrble snrfboats' "Mrone® bosts, radio controlled, that

loded with heavy demolitlon chargess dum:ay e.ircraf‘t, &umm'y paratroops in

two 3izes; smoke rockets; and a"ar countemeasnres devices thet hrd left the
lshorztories CTor the first tim.

Business was booming when the Tieutenant {newly oromoted to Lt. Cmdr.)
returned to the fold. He tonk temporary coanmand of the Special Bperations
Ta sk Group to which the BJs wers assigned and put the boys through 2 stiff

training schedu.e&endinb the return of Capt. Andrews from a visit to Y¥ac~

ARy
-m‘......‘

Arthur and Bizitz in the Pacific. On off days he journeyed to Maples, Taremto,

Beri, Caserts, Cassino and even <o the Adrietic to dope cut new actions, then

returned hose to Ferryville, Tunisie to do the plamninge He!d telk things over
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with “aﬁﬁ. Re ke o Englisa) Acmirel Hexittts Far Plins Orricercgha nedé waen

wibh 8Byrc st the Suubh Fole) zn: if they thought there w:ig srgbaing bo ib,

another acblon #us on tae vovise There weren't zany obhers zhe knesr vheb var

mokin;Eut back on busy Conmsbitullon avenue in Taghlington, COLISTE s Xapt

fully advised;v' |

B T

i irst mobor brip to the hideawsy Italisn nealcuorters of 2 2 Cosusndc-

Giie-Tartisan Force which conirol.ed Balkan cperationa down bo bhe porihsry
Greex Lorier ied Lo & five month siring of adventures in the Ldriatle. Tag
place wes Bari. The dabte sas €8 Harch 1344. In a plarnning rzport labelicd
“Top Secreb" Cuire Fairbapks reported, in subsiance, z2s lollioss:

3rig, diles (Commander of tie force), and Gen. Stowell (head of Special
Operaticns ﬁedi‘oerr&ééan) met hiz. They weive bobta alresdy aciualnted with
U.S. Navy Specieal OQera’olona anc¢ wure “os., ent.m.aiasi‘.it, lor whatever essist=

unce could be occorded., Thelr mein in..er ass in ps.rticipauou that vould

£

. pronste e badly needed convigbion that illied Forces ln She Adriziic were

surong and getling stronger.

R T T I A

Cinur. :ar-bankb sevised t.hs'a t&ia... directives frcz Washingion resiy S.oted
. bhe e,.‘.w.oyment of U.S. devicas Lo cperaticns of imperiiance zad thet any -
1ib use aas mmuthonze&. But he added thet- there wers: cther meend o2 ‘siéing
| éven 359314. ~shov.s and describsd certain s pecial tuc‘tics and the employment of

Sane

aon-—sec‘*et materiaidy .Like rookets, sucke, *ubba. hoats and of such personnel

e e wa

L

.
v ..

as scatis and Raiderse 7
8 then told thet, in additicn bo small sorties, two

Cadre G’air‘oanks
specific opzaz:uti.ons - onc in § weeks time and the other in € wecks ~ wmere
definitely scheduled. They were the capture of cue strategic Sslend and the
esteblishment of = Lemporsry beachhead to run ix supplies for Tito. The joint
Balkan Force was faced with the political and strategic nocessities of cerivigg

thess cut while lazking sufficient forces for their coufortsble executicn. So
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?airbanks w8 1nvi"ed to oropose, roughly, a plan of diversiocnsry tactics
‘in place of the heretofore straightformerd raiding.

The Seneral =i Brigadier epperred slexsed with Cmdr.(fairbanks?}
outline of proposed action. 3uu he warned them. thet he had no suthority
to gttoikanning on operctionel assistsnce on his own, that ComNavNAY would
have to be satisfied thot BJ asctivities in the .-Ldrmtic: would not hecndicap -
his planz and operations in the FTestern Meditervanean.

They discussed logistics. It was tentetively decided that men and
equipment would try to mrke 2 convoy from Bizertl to le;i. The men would base
2t Mcnonoll and stage at the Isiand of Vis, off the Dalmetien Coast. Here
Comzendo and Special Operrtions Heedsuarters did tactical plznning. Further
details were to be ironed out by an ‘dvance p&i't".:f {rom the 8pecizl Operations
Task Group.

This wes action in the making. Seversl seeks lsatrr Beach Jumper Unit
#4 was up to its neck in Adriatic excitement end Lt. C. E.\“Pappy"‘ Osborne‘;}
Speclal Operstions Group executive officer, wes in the van?:xard. Tall, slow-
moving ersy—gcind{ “Puppy\ hsd taken 20 rooket-bearing Beach Jumpers zshore
on the German-he;d Islan? of Solta, Whiie the Partisans and Comvendos 31id
shead cn one 3ide of the beach,f; "Pappy'\f and his rocket—bearirg detechnent
fodled the defenders into think:&ig the big push was on their lank. Ship-
borne ;ockets in shore action we=s something brsnd new, and the Beach Jumpers
made the most of the surprise. gf;Pappy'z} licuidated some strong points und
drew nost of the fire away from\ghe ‘nai'r Coznando and Partisen forces. The
Beach Jumpers were used to that ®{ire drawing®? role. They specialized in
I:y_ei_z_xg “oils for the mrin forces. After 24 hours there weren't any Germans
left on Solta, but ‘t. Oaborne\‘ﬁid'x't feel too happy. He had seen one of his

officers two feel awey cleanly decapltated and st :nd wavering on his {eet

ey
ey

A

\.1 4
BJ
duﬁe

for a full five seconds ~fterwa rde Cye s e
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There wrs plenty to do cfound Vis $n support of Gemeral Tito. High
fidelity speskers called Eﬂeatersablared mrrendeg speeches across stretches
of water at German gerrisons on tixe‘ Adrietic Islasnds of Korcula‘; Brac end
Hvar., The Beach Jumpers, with, c:zpt. Andrews and Cmdr. Fairban.:a} coming over
occasionelly from thelr more important nssignments around Italy, ferried
sgenta fo the msinlnnd; assisted in prisoner escapes, mostiy AAF and RAF
men whe wers trying to teke a2 southern route to freedom; earried supplies to
the Pertisesns; made ®recon aissions;®™ tagged along with the Comuendos om
oceasional asseults. Back at the 8th Fleet big things were brewing and Admiral
Hewitt wanted Unit #4 back. But the British sector commanders in the Adriatic
:m.’a.'a they couldntt function without it, and so Unit #4 stayed for five montha,
averaging about two operations = week, end helping keen s whole string of |

axis 'divi;sions glued to that relatively unimpartant front.

‘l‘hero were still three other Beach Jumper outfits of some 15 officers
end ‘75 men each for general utility, and now the'y were spilling with work.
Dm:ing the last week of M¥ay 1944 they put on thelr “giant ’leet act® by
£lging rader countermeasures gear ard fs.king g redio progrkm %‘or the benelit
of the ?anzer troops being held at Civitajtecchia. The ¥azis were awsiting 2
contempleoted Ailied nsseult and the Beach Jumpers convinced them that they
were 1n.t.he #ight spot. But vhile the Penzer divisions idled, the Allled
Sth Army, not many miles swey st Cassina, wag bresking through tc the lomg-
stalemated forces at inzio, end together _Yhe }uo drove on Rame and esptured it. "

By .Tune,E?_ar some nine months of a&.dim; the enezy aat;rig the Beach
Jumpers were a3 hot as s professional fpotban. team that hes m-stered the
tricky T foraation. They were ready for Elba; This wna largely a French
show "-‘ the first Prench effort to recapture land c_oncgtwred by the Nazis -

but 1t was lavored heevily with Beach Jumpers. .

f Cmdr. ?airbank} had stewed over the ‘diversi.sery plenning, /snd mapped
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ont a scheze thet hed the BJ boat-handlers landing 70 Prench Specizl Service
troops fron PTs early on the morning of D-day. ' Severcl hours later, coincident
u:lth the resl asseult, a fleet of BY raazi'xv'“;;oofera was scheduled to simulate
an attack on the northern part of the se'fenteen mile island while the French
invaded from the south,

He went along an? sew his handiwork translated into resnlts. &t 0300
on 17 June he stood on the deck of & PT watching especisl units of the Batallion
de Choe, Free Prench Army, enter rubber rafts and paddle toward the roclqi."shose. _
It was an uncom’ortable spoct. Some two hundred yerds awsy were large, hés’ﬁle
searchlight emplacements and two batteries of &~inch guns. As the PTa startad
their engines the searchlights caught them and suddenly the blackness wasz full
of flashes, splashes, explosions and ths whines of shells. The urnit comzander
dished out some high speed emoke and behind this welcome curtain they raced
aways

The diversionary sectica was fired om, too. It flow its belloons, with
all tﬁeir mti-radff_ _appendages ,7 2l the way from Corsica, and therefore its
presence was ng unezpected. But the enemy was looking for a capitzl fleet
zq pro$ably never wag convinged thuy didn¥t face one. At any rate, they
atayed put on the north end of Elba while the French lended unmolested in the
south, The Beuch Jumpers added to the general eonfusion by cosming ig close |
with their 5 inch beach~barrage rockets, laylng smoke bthick and low over the
towns, and Jamming the enemy racars in an obviou_a ar.gempf. to keep its battle-
ships from bﬁing seen.

The whole business turned out eninently -sncce-ssful, with the Besch
Jumpers coming in for high-sounding praise in action reports written by a
British sdmirel and a Prench generale. The only regrettazble phese of the

operation was the fact thut the 800/8U0 garrison troops om Flbe, as estizated

by Intelligence zzents, turned out 3o be 3000, which meent many more French
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cagusliies than hud been expecteds But the neat diversionsry thrust’sé;kept
¢cacuzlties dorn ad that, |

Elbe was 2 good warmup for ths biggest operstion of all, the Invesion
of scuthsrn Frar;ce on 15 Augnst, when all the pianning lore g%d amphibious
experi?ce th&% Cadr. Falrbanks had acc:_uirac, and all the secret devices he
could muster, were bremed inte cne granz;i‘gﬁg‘_:ggiversianary pabtern. '

" fhis was planning on 8ll cylinders. The tacticel program celled for
8 high degree of cooperation between the Navy, the Hdediterranean Allied pir
Forces, Allied Force Headquarters, the 7th Army under General Pateh, 088 and
(FFI) French Forces of the Interior repx;esentativea, plus 2 halfl dozen other
orgsnizstions. The Normandy diversions on 8 June, two months and nine Zays
sarlier, hzd called for more men, bub this was more intricate.

On one side of the ocemn, at Baiales,((!mdr. Fairbanks)wns closeted for
days withé:apb. H. C. Johnson! quiet, efficient new commander of the Special
Operations Group. Betweecn them - and aided by two of(Cmdr. ?:\irbanka')
assistanta who were expert in matiers of smell-boat logistics and tactiesl
commnications deception ~ they pleced the puzzie together, i}

Oﬁ the other side, at Ocracoke, Borth Carolina, Capt.%ony Rorschack,}
2 vetorsn officer under Adm., Hewitt who hed been mut in charge of the Beach -
Jumpera! Rear Tralning Base, svested exla teans into shape ond shipped them '
out. ind in Washington, st COMINCH Headquarters (‘iégpt.. Jeff Met.zel}m-.d his
essoziate ,%p‘b. =T immy ™ ‘i'hach) Chief of New and 3ecrat ‘F.sapane in the Reade "’“
iness Division, saw to it that the op Sacre devices - the lrtest rader

i AR e e

cauntermeasuresd, the elect( , ‘,j' y-driven aurf!:oata y bhe demolition-leden

*Droneg®, the psradummies - were rushed {o Nnples with no one the wiser. The
Beach Jumpera, for all thelr “aftuful of men, wers destined for a key role in

the Invasion.
This was one show that every Beach Jumper wended in. For evemple, harde
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working, likeable Knsi%%‘ﬁmnest Echmeyer,ichuniq gg a watch~fob cuzrterback-
who had been with 'the Beach Jumpers sinﬁz the dzyﬁ. . Fairbank} hed inter-
viewsd him =t Little Creek Training Bese early in 1943. g ;Eini;)was proficient
in ‘all the BY erbtse He was an expert boat-handler, tech?xlcian, comeunricaticns
officer, and smoke operstory But unfortumately for his combet ambiticns he was
also a'gi:‘ted administrator, and ca the operations inveriably found hinself
keeping the ‘agme—-fires burning. He made the grade this time, going along as
assistant to{:Cmdr. Fair‘oank;; vho, beaide planning the Fleet and Group Opn..}a-
ticas, heade:{ one of the tw;-aaa tass units, and he got his fill of action.
‘Ha 'pr'.;ved invaluable, too, 4keeping his ekgl‘a ‘eye on every boat every minute,
He ceme out with a neat cozmendation.

{Lk. Daniel S Low,) USNR, wes ancther of thp original BJs who tallked
hingelf into e temporarﬁr role in the operstica, He was Comeanding Officer of
Airersft Rescue Boat Sruzdrem One ,/‘;21;:; as the BJs were conceined, did
everything dbut reswue work. He had learned his lessons well, His comsenda~
tion read: ®Hia craft were obliged to mount a great deal of special geor,
including rocket-recks, smoke gencratorz, electronic equipaznt, ete. Tact-
ically, thay were recuired to cerduct offensive operations imshore of eneny ,“3 ‘
held strongly defendsd coests. The maneuvers Slunned had to be followed vd.tg
maticulour detail zs %o timlng and position, further complicated by the re.ctﬁ
that they had to cperste in the dark and behind smoks screens. The high stete
of efffciency shown by the boats end their crews for the entire four dey
pericd of opersticns in enemy waters were reflections of the splendid work
done byé"t. Lcm’}

( Cndr. Fairbonke) for his part, was cited for the Cosbat Legion of Yerits
with "%.hag.c words: *For exceptlonal meritoricus conduct in the perforz;énee of

cutstendirg duties as Plenning 0fficer for Commander Special Operations Group

and for extracrdiasry herclsz snd devoiion to Juty in action against the enemyr
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vhile cmundi;zg r Special Operztions Task nnit during the nuggg}m&ings
in Seuthern France, ingust 15/8, 1944.% -

At 1030 on D-minus-l the officers cn the docks at Ajecoio, Corsice, shook
hands all around, ecualled "God Speed® and similur goodbyis, . bourd-d the 20~ciug
small craft anchored imprtiently in the harhor,' and sailed mway in two serpen-
tine groups. They were mannoed by three units of Besch Jumpers. But, in
addition, thers were, in %he Spenial Uperntions Group, smchibicus scoubs,
cc:m*andos, Ralders,; S;é\;officers, Frencl; diveraicrary trooys, and g varic t"
of Prench, British, and American officers aboerd.

The Basterp Diversion Group steumed soward Genoa, which, recdied by
carefully-plsnned rumors, already was im & state of invasion jitters, Hine
teen PTs, MOBs, MI'Bs, and a single Alr Bencon ship made up thia tasik force,
hesded by cmdri'}‘airbanka) The West:srn Divem’:ion Group nziled toward Marsellles,
This qutfi". wes comprised largely of 13 Air-Ses Rescue Craft, with a fow
Pighter Direction ships, motor launchss, and‘:t't'destroyer, the U.5.8. Endicolt,
skippcred by the legerdm'yi Lte Cndrs John gg'ﬁtﬂ.lteley; USK; to help them oute.

The ides.waa to eomvince £irst one aecéo:.c, thmthe ‘other.,. that the blg zaseult "
was f’o"".'str.k@ in ito locele. In the meontize ﬂie‘ zain force -~ soae %,000
1h1ps ~ steamed ptrzight down the middle to the sctusl sssault arca et St.
Ru.phea. - S'... Tropez aeliwsy beizean., It was neatly camocufleged b7 rader
countcmeasures. N

. Both groaps moved ahead of the rea}. fleet, flying bellens with redar =~
coﬁmtemewwes appendaged in elrcus atyle. A Brit.iah ‘radsr develo;ment called

\,_

"ﬂoanshire" hrd joined the sxrege. E had been flown Top Priority from the

st

PRl

United Kingdon just befors 6riling time and hed the unique charmcterictic of
showing wp on an aireraft rei". u8 five ships instead of the single cne %o
which it woa appendedj

Aborrd the Royal Eavy Motor Launches were 22 AAF teshniciana who operated
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jmmera. These they shillfnlly =anigul ted to hide nearl; e¢vorything
fron prying enemy radsr eyes, while allowing enough to show through to reveal
shere the two units were heading., On Corsice a giznt land-based jamper cided -2
...ze@_eca atls .,n} Phe whole pi»tu'e had the earmarks of an inviyic: Tlost tiying

%o 11de, and to enhance thei docegt«ioa the ¥editerranean Air Porce cosperated
hy bmbinp spogh co:sa.bal Nv*e...urs :u£ of existange %o cc'wince the eneny that.
the two Jilversions carried rasl weighi.

At aboat 2200 csitir.gFairhank;} ordersd his ships %o cub 1n ebrupbly bHe-
"‘.‘gao‘ Mee and Caanes, al;ﬁing: that portion of the eosat. At 0000 hours he
assished Hhe snesk landlng at Phinte des Deuz Treres of 75 French officers and

- the Mrat E’ram:hn;en to return %o their houeland in the Invesico -~ dbent
on zerering constal tr<psport and communicatiox limes leading to the main
asaa.ult objectivea. Favel Scout Li. {(jg) @osspn mdcll; USHR, ond Capbaine
des Friga..e Roland Seriat,\} 50«~year old comasnder of the French contingond. ine-
wostigaded the landinz ~ones for 2 M™all hour from an electric-rtotored Inflat-
abie surlboat before signalling the men zshore, Thougl the Prench accomplished
thoir aiszicn 4he BJs had eleried ihe Cozat akmgt too well, and in additien a' -
hidden mine:‘ie“ ¢ blosked the way., The ce:ua.,%i.ee were 403.

At 0330 the Zsstern Dversion was subjec'hing the skors betveen FNice ond
C.mne% to >a Hewvul bomberdrent snd recing 3 re.ening-—?!s‘ of? Rice Herher. The
Ma were decoys for the gun boats apd motor lsunches ﬁﬁat were doing the Bou-
bar:‘ing and getting soma terrific 155 mm. :‘ire in return, KALF planes bombed
for four hours snd dropped strips of "Bimw" -to help daffle Gerasn radars.

In the Re oy of Cennes flares rers ‘rong:ed, autamabic berreges were fived, and
senic devicea geve good initations of 2 fleet in actiom. At 0400 eireralt
dropped 800 lif'e~sized dumny parniroopers inte the thick smoke screen laid
Jown by the midzzet ’189t.. This wrs ull very confuaing to the llazis, At 0600,

as Cmu‘{ Palsd nks ;'.ithdrew, the Gerzih radio wes loudly emncuncing thut &
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w¥ho they knmew had taeir cars gined to sowbat commuwnieations, into hinkiag: \,s .
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s’ nﬂes wide snd %en miles long wrs on its way %o Marseillese
@ith the Festern Diversfi:u Orowp now with drewing to the west, and the
Festern OQroup pointed straizht for Harseilles, there wag rassom 'er alara in

that area, Bub at 0120, Li. Cz=cr, {értie Tw ‘aim:ms,) Lt. Cmdr. "E’agm" Gs bc*nei

.E"

exd the others comranding the left f"u:xk *Meet® made e 30 degrs° twrn into
the Beie de La Cilotet, 70 miles west of uhE‘ main invasion beaches. This was
e-nsidered the hesriest dsferded portion of the FPrench Coast, including
Normendy end Britieny. Hers ?.hey sub on & siirring diversiom.

Phe Ciotat nsaault co:maiated of fuclng the 13 virtually unarmed e
Sea Rzacue Crafy, =ezked in smcke, Lo within 230 yurds of ths shoreline in
taree LEAEE 15 minutes spsrhe Esch wave discharged its unota of beash-bsrrsge };
rscﬁeta into the -:ity"e fortificntions, drc;:ged aitoke pots and tize delsy
denolition charges, spd withdrew. In order to accowplish ihls it pagsed
throuch beavy mine fislds, h:xbor wurning Iocps, searchlights, star-ashell
i1llumination, end 2 hail of zachine gan ard eénnon £ir+, In the meonbime
the AAF dropned 8 heavy tonnzge of bombs on the beach hetween Harsellles ard
Tcu}:czg_ “'and, at shont 2400, = aqﬁzdron of trcon-carrier planes toassed sewversl
hundreé dermolition~churged dwexies imte ihe ares ncrthwest of Toulon . §

” . .,
- .

The Clotat diversism eaded shruptly. The atisckers hoaxed bhe Naczis, .

7 ’
: .- . Y

e

the hot defense had driven them off, X

—

"""'-—eym.x,-.-,..;,,-.cﬂ.“f"

*Hatre moving out,” said Voize A en the BJ channel.

nHell, And just whon I'm bogianing to ensoy nygel?,® said B,
BT4vg too rough now,® said A, "bat youfll get another crack goon, "
The buildup wos designed to aceeaplish whut it dids eep the eneay xway ;:

-

P=am the resl invesisn beeshe3d, pin him dowa In the gest and north swotting

A
“the »atum rizit,

An? over the German radle cewe Interesting redortc. The Allied invaaion

force, it wes anncunced, h:¢ stumbled into the Tdotad mine field and sustained
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heavy losseﬁg ’l‘hsyﬂ wers withdrawing. Then came the bresthiess announcanent
that "’shaasanus of paratroops® were .Landing. The pext report revealed thege

to be demolit-ion—charged paradumnies described as “c\m.uing and diabolicel

R

devices conceived in the sinister ﬁng}.o-Saxon mind.“ An hour later, when
real paratroops landed, the deienders were cwght flat-footed.

N Al. the vhn,.m.e Admiral :Iewitt's g;gantlc invasion fleet - 20600 strong -
went prnotxca:.ly unsoiested ebout its deberkation not many miles away.

. 43 long as Lhe enemy was e..::ect:mg another Cioctat asseul’ the Beach
'Jumpers .u.tea %o disappoint. At 0500 on 17 Angust, D plus 1, they ‘eturned
for the repeat perlor,..ances.

. This tize the. two diversin t&p.p {orces merged. Cmur./ Fnirbmlk; brought
up: hia co...‘blned dnglo-Americen unit of UGBa and MLs; the PPs had, for the most
purt, been cu.vertea to other btaaks. ﬁh‘w Cm&rtixlims} Cmard Osbomei and
the other assault commanders tarew their scant ,gnits against the intense ghore  .»
barreges in _;ghat.approxzmated © suicidal Mon, the borbsrdment boats worked
vs.lia.‘ntly- t; drew the coustal iire.. -

Ths c;osé-d:rz agsauit 1asteu 30 ainv'tem On the way out to sea an Adr-

s e .
..n“ o [ "rmad

\\
Sea Bescfue Craft ran smeck-dsb inbo twp’ l&rga German deatroyer-corvettes:’; ‘The ‘5

TR aw " . .
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ASRCts were cenoon reoader rur the enemy‘s 43.7 inch radar-contro..led guns, but

cmdr{ Mlhaasfcams twisted and tumed - thcmgh he was losing distznce - until

qA
hie. teamates came to the rescue. . o

i& /,.md kﬁ’airbmlq) arrived first.. Ke Jngaged the enexy at 10,000 yards
nt.tg his two gnnboaus. Hi4S Aphis and ENS Searad, ordered the HL8 t0 screen

/

him to ‘seaward ageinst E-boats snd anbmarines, .then closed to 4,000 while the
eneny fire became incressingly intense and accurate. He wes now in a bad wey
with his eleciriec power gone, the radio antennas all shot away, = few holes

in bhe" huils and superstructives frca near misses, and some of the usin batteries
e &
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imnobi‘ized by hset ﬂ!!'l age,, wheu he reso*ter’ to an old Beach Jwmper trick -
» suoke dereen. 'Emer\,_z_.;, in s new positi»n he accred ‘the Firdt direct, »
eripnlinv Al% af the engezemant.

An hoar and 2 helf ‘after the battle started, ma{ Bulkeley! )das—-
troycr grme gheaming up ab 56 mots. Three of its four =maln ba..tcry g
were' otrb of cmtasign due to crevw c“sua’ ties 1 neurred durinz the shore bom-
bardment ‘a. Wit esmli».r. So he cloged nuickly 2 point where the U.S5.3.
'Endﬂ 0ott'a automatic weanons woald be nmost effec*ive. S At 1~§00.ya§da ho
*oked‘ the enemy v»sse’s with :mrc‘ernuq 20 and 40 =, €ire, loovsed :‘wo torpedoes R
and was senerslly helpful - nlong with Cmdr.(_?airbmks' gunbonts - in eﬂ"f’ing
the two Wasz! worships wder, The =e action hed lasted v 'r.m-v}ra.‘

| By now the enemy éic::g the corst was convinced thal 2 major ﬁn;fél
battle was in vro:;rwac 'md so far ag is knowmn, t hey never Aid discover the
c‘iversi anary ruse.

- Navel. ’Tntelligence subnitied & y’ owing mpwra:ha... sf the RBeach Jm.'ve"a'
worth a.t Sonthern ?vance. Adniral H»vi"" *marked on the damnge “nfiicted on
fiotat bv By roc!re s and guns, end on $he ns.rwlp of the di vezjgiqgcjgwupits‘ .
escape with slight cesueltles. Bet 1% rem:.;l;c for the late Li. Gen. éx 2;
Patch whose 7th Arwry hpd dere the gf'mm" work, to *erder *he Army onin’cm .

f¥e "enrned f‘rcm ('tf“"‘““n rmnerpl. through c:nr Inter'-ogaticn Cen%er,’ he
write; -~ ’t.hat the place of" 1Pnding in Sm hem l’rance caze es B distine* Far-
priee to the enemy. I heve L ways accepted tbat. kror‘ edge es f‘act.nt.l evidan@
of the a'reat ef!‘ectheneas of‘ your spec' al phnviag zmd the mest sx.ecesstul '

exceuticn of your Speclel Opﬂ'r stions Group.

4

2
rean P, @

Telocasting Pablica&ions
103 Park Avenue

New York 17, H.Z.
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