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- J-SECRET  DECLASSIRIED - i

Comnmander United States Eizhth rleet.
The Commezder in Chief, United States kleet.

Sulerno Operation, Action Reports of Diversion Gruup.

Ref:rences: (a) 073 80.4 Serial 004 of 23 Lept. 1943,
- (b) CO USS KNIGHT Serial 048 of 22 Sept. 1940, plus first
endorsenent.

(¢) ComAlBRon 1 Serial 016 of 5 Oct. 1945, plus first
encorsenent,

(d) <0 USS SC 690 Ltr. dated 24 Sept. 1943.

(e) THE SALEZIO LAIDINIS, CFRTF (Com8thFlt) Serinl 0010
of' 11 Junuary 1945.

Enclosure: V(A) R.terence (a).

(g; d.ference (b).?‘,,,;_o....f.‘ h,ﬂ_;b.:@;llﬁ.

:% Refeence (c).
oy AD) Reference (d).

i 1, All enclosures are forwvarded he:rewith, their classirication
ceir: raised to Secret due to the use of secret code names,

2. hach enclosure is the action report of a unit or comiand
attached to the Diversion Group (TG 80.4). Their corntents:

Enclosure (A) = Jeneral iction zeport of Commander Liversion Group
(2TG 80.4).
Bnclosure (8) = Action report of USS KNIUKT covering tho period in
which the destroyer served as rlapgship for the
i Diversion Group.

Enclosure {C) - Action report of Cormander AX3 Ron ONE for the period
] in which the Aircraft Rescue 3oats under his comrand
| operated with the Diversion Group.

-Bnclosure (D) - Action report by USS SC 690 covering, chiefly, the

period in which the SC served in the Diversion Group.

3. : The mission of the-Diversion Group was to conduct reids,
danonstratlons, and other deceptive activities in the general region of the
Julfs of I'aples and Gaeta with the purpose of diverting enery strength from
the main assault area. A complete account of the group's activities and
observations thcreon are found in Section 17, page 158, ! refer:nce (e).

4, The group was composed of the units listed in paragraph 3,
page 2 of reference (a) with the exception of the Nutch (unboat S ZBA, which
vas unable to participate due to a steering casualty. The motor boets attuched
were 1 US PT, 10 US Alircraft Rescue Boats, 6 British ;ILs, and 4 Sritish !{TBs.
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See paragreph 1, oagze 158, of reference (o).
Ban
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S In paragraph 2, ~age 2 of reference (c), the date "September
S = E 2 ; g, =2
10" sho ¥ld read "September 9™, =nd likewise, the date MSestember 11" in
parazreph 3 of the same page should read "Septesber 10™., 3See last pern:raph

of :v;s 3, reler-nce (b).
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From: The Commander Task Group 80.L.
To: The Commender Western Naval Task Force.
Subject: Task Group 80.4,.Report of Actions during

Operation Avalanche by.

(EED The mission assigned to Task Group 80.4 was to
creatd a diversion In the Gulf of Gaeta by (a) simulated land-
ing operations off the beaches north of Naples, (b) capture of
the Island of Ventotene and (c¢) bombardment of coastal batteries
in order to assist in firmly establishing the 5th Army ashore
in the Salerno area, After the initial landing, Task Group
80.4 was reformed and directed to raid enemy coastwise convoys
north of Naples and to occupy the islands covering the approaches
to the Gulf of Naples. ;

24 . From the diversity of units operating under
Commander Task Group 80.4 and the variety of missions carried
out it appears advisable to submit this report in narrative
form., However, before commencing the detailed report the
following facts can be stated:

(a) The Axis press released reports of landings north ;
of Naples in the Gulf of Gaeta on the mormning of D day. 2

(b) Ventotene Island was captured on D-1 night, accord-
ing to plan, including gl German prisoners. These Germans
were a group of Luftwaffe Radar techniclans, Also enough
of the German Radar was salvaged to reconstruct the
instrument,

(¢) One German ammunition lighter was blown up on the
moraing of D<Day and a convoy dispersed. £

(d) All islands off the emtrance to the Gulf ef Naples -

(Capri, Ischia and Procida) were occupied and prospective

v reoccupation by the enemy denied. The islands of Ponza,
San Stefano and others in the Pontine Group were also
occupied in order to complete the command of the sea
approaches to 'the mainland in the Naples area. Also an
aireraft beacon and a radlo station were established on
Ventotene Island as directed.

. (e) No enemy convoys operated in or out of the Naples
area after Task Group 80.4 commenced operating om coastal

routes. ;,581
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3 (f) A successful Commsndo raid was carried out on the
Island St. Martino,

(g) A great quantity of wvaluable Intelligence material
relating to enemy dispositions, operations and movements
was collected and turned over to Commander Western Naval
Task Force, as well as reports of military and civilan
conditions ashore.

(h) The establishment of an advance small boat operat-
ing base at Capri and the creation of close operational
liaison with British Naval, Military and SOE units, later
assigned to operate under Commander Task Group 80.4, was
accomplished,

(1) Political prisoners of importance and prospective
qgggts were released from prison and transported.

. (J) Successful diversions were executed as ordered on
D#2 Daye.

B Tesk Group 80.4 assembled at Bizerte. The forces
consisted of: _

U.S.S. KNIGHT - Headquarter's ship and fire support.
e ggﬁol’infgg;- bombardment SHipS.
‘ One PT - to. lead ARB's, i” - =
5 Wi comARBron ONE = "B.J." unitland@ Deception Groups.
e 4 SC's - escort. ;
31st ML Flotilla - Troop carriers b
32nd MTB Flotilla - Screen. &

Final plans were drawn up; rehearsals held and equipment assembled.
The offensive mining plan was cancelled because, in view of

latest Intelligence, it was considered not feasible, Special
Service troops of the 509th Parachute Infantry and special decep-
tive equipment and personnel arrived only at the last moment
necessitating several readjustments of plans to meet the changing
situation. The British M"Blgssom" egquipment arrived just before ™
sailing and it was decided to Install them in two ML's, which
eliminated these craft from landing troops since the equipment

is so secret that no chance of compromise could be permitted.

The addition of "Blossom" required further alterations of tactics,
The troops were reassigned to four (4) ML's. :

E;;E) Le Since it was necessary to ;ontact,aortain 0.3,8. .
/_.efficers in Palermo, Commander Task Group 80.4 arzanged to Beve/ - -
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l kite barrage balloongq rigged on ARB's and &eparted for

Y| Palermo with one PT, 5 MTB's and 10 ARB's. The KNIGHT, the
two gunboats, ML's and SC's were scheduled to follow in convoy
the next day, - .

S5e (In Palermo on D-3 Day, 0,3,3, Headquarters was
contacted and arr nts made for Special Service troops to :
act as interpreters and for Intelligence duties. These men were i
under command of Capt, Torello, U,S.A., and Lt.(jg) H.R. North, F

1U.5.N.Re Also 11 special agents were detalled to be landed on ;
The mainland north of Gaeta, The following morning U.S.S. KNIGHT

with H.N.M.S. FLORES, 6 iL's and 4 SC's arrived and reported that
the SOEMBA had returned to Bizerte dus to a steering casualty.

6o - The four SC's were brought into the harbor and 1

Y|rigged with special kite barrage balloouns, with RADAR reflec- 4
tors, and then sent to Termini to act as convoy escort and then
to rejoin Task Group 80.4 next morning.

7o . MTBron 15 reported to act as screen until
necessary to depart for their own operation area.

8e 4 final conference was held at MTBron 15 base at
™ 1900,

e _The group was to sail in two sections, The slow

] section, making 10 knots, was to leave at 0530 and the PT'3, fty swerio)
MTB'S and ARB'S were to leave at 1100 and overtake the slow

section before dark because, at slow speed, the ARB's could not
keep their batteries charged. -

W

10,  That evening Commander Task Group 80.4 received
a message stating that an important change in the operationplan
was belng f}own to Palermo by fighter plane.

I. SEPT. 8th/9th, D-1 DAY, D-DAY.

11, Next morning the slow section departed on time
but the KNIGHT was held waiting for the special message. At
about 1000 word was received that the message had arrived and
an officér was sent in to receive it, The special message was
that airborme troops would not land in the Gulf of Gaeta area,
but would go straight to the Rome &area. This necessitated
changes in ship movements and the alterations of plans were
forwarded to all units, KNIGHT was underway at 1031 and made

'égi) ‘| a speed of 25 kmots to overtake the slow section,

e

R
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124 The KNIGHT rejoined slow section at 1330 and took
‘don board, from an3C, 24 cases of phosphorous shells., She then

took station ahead of FLORES in formation., At 1800, the fast
section of PT's, MI'B's and ARB'sS joined formation., Task Group
80.4 was comple%er assembled for the rirst time and proceeded E

it

t 12 knots towards point "C" to carry out their mission,

13 At 2040, a S.G. contact at 7,920 yds. was made,
At about 2100 the ship's radio reported the Armistice with Italy
and attendent instructions, This further change of plans requir-
ed more alterations in our operations and the units were notified
accordinglye.

14, At 2110 gunfire and flares were visible off the :
ENIGHT's starboard bow, This appeared to be coming from the i
beach and continued for several minutes, Sound contacts were :
made and depth charges dropped but contact was lost and no result
noted. Considerable AA fire appeared to come from Isola di Capri.

At 2146, 3 unidentified planes were picked up by Radar bearing

010°© at 5,000 yds. and nine minutes later a small boat (presumably

part of Task Group 80.4 but not certain) shot down one of the

planes while it was bearing 200°. g

15 At 2150, our Radar reported that the enemy had : 1
icked up our group on his RDF and was showing considerable :
interest in our movements, We were attempting to "jeam™ his RDF
but our equipment broke down and we were unsuccessful. However,
Q[_the deceptive devices were working well and it was then assumed

Jthat the enemy suggosed our force to be far more formidable than

it actually was, 8 was authenticated by the continued interest
in the group and the flares seen from the beach and dropping from
planes, ' Also several unidentified planes would occassionally

(¢ircle averhead only to retire when friendly planes arrived in
‘the area or when, within range, they were fired upon.

16. At 2258, Task Group 80.4 converged on Polnt "C®
yland, at 2300 Radar contacted another unidentified plane at 25,000
’yds. It was presumed to be one of those whioh had been dropping

s 3

17. one of the ARE 's, which was preps e

Vlbroadcast by loudspeak - z
dispatched to the island of Ventotene The KNIGHT stopped otr

Tsofa San Stefano, abeam to porv 5,500 yds., the MIB's and SC's

(i:::) deployed to screening positions around the FLORES on the right

-4 -
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flank, the ARB'S patrolled to the southward. The enemy con-
tinued to be interested in our force, plotting us on his Radar
and Fire Control and breaking into our TBY circuit with unin-
telligible conversation.

18, At 2317, Lt. Cmdr. Kremer left the ship for MIB
289, In company with LIB 298 he was to land the special agents
ashore northwest of Gaeta. '

19. Meanwhile at 2345, the ARﬂﬁbcmmenced itts record-
ed demand ror surrender and repeated it three times.,  The demand
stated that the island would be allowed 15 minutes to declds
before fire woul e opened. .The ARB was lying 1,000 yds. off
the beach et ventotene. AT 2,00 three white Tockets went up from
the isliand indicating surrender. Air action on the mainland beaches
Ppntinued to be clearly visible as, at 0015, Commander Task Group<DF I
80.4 and certain members of his staff led the ML's into the harbor :
in a motor whaleboat. A lead-1line was used in order to locate
the tortuous and narrow channel entrancee. Three more white ﬁ
rockets were shot as the whaleboat entered a false harbor and
was obliged to turn about and proceed westward around the island.
The ML's laid off, waiting for a signal from comnender Task Group
80.4, wWho continued the search for the small harbor. A great
i\ deal of shouting could be heard on the island and Capt. Torello,

V4

U.S.A, {(of 0.3.S.) was landed with one of his men on the beach in
order to help find the entrance. This was quickly located and
’ just as the boat camse eround a sizeable explosion took place in

the harbor. This was followed by moTre explosions inland and
further "three white rocket" surrender signals and Very lights.
This was confusing at first but on landing it was found that
the Italians, who had surrendered and fired the rockets, were
ousted by a detachment of German Luftwaffe Radar per who
decided to defend the 1sland. Tst they had planned 1O
JL, escape in motor boats but later decided our force too great for
the attempt. They then menned the machine-gun defenses ta_the
harbor in an attempt to 1OTOSLE T . the 3 a g
=¥Te wheleboat and ML'S were Se9n Lo snter Lhe wrong ne
ater LO land on a beach, hey assumed that theil retreat
~_heern off, he Germans then ordered the partial destructlion
sunboat in the harbor by grepnades and proceeded 1O
he western sec

hey withdrew (later
eir reporte e presence of a

nlarge naval

force™ in the Gulf, of which this was but a section).
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20, The Italians greeted the whaleboat's arrival
at 0040 excitedly and advised us of the enemy's prepared posi-
tions and that, although they were destroying the Italian
coastal defenses, they were equipped with trench mortars and
machine guns., A German Warrant Officer, on the quayside,

surrendered immediately and admitted it was he who had blown
up the boat.

21, Commander Task Group 80.4 ordered the first LL
into the harbor. Only the splendid seasmanship of Lt, Cmdr.
Iloyd, RNR, could have made it and, after the first troops had
disembarked, it was decided that the rest should land in the

b4_ghaleboats and towed rubber boats. There was no room for the
ocking of any craft larger than a PT boat,

22. Orders were sent to H.N.M.S. FLORES to proceed
with 2 SC's to the Southerm Attack area to report for duty as
her slow speed precluded her employment in any emergency that
might arise thereafter.

234 Beginning at 0100 demolition explosions, which
continued sporadically for some hours, were noted throughout
the island, Fires were started in various places and it was
,decided not to order our 50 S.S. Parachute Infantry troops in-
land against superior forces un aylight, Lleanwhile they
Tilwere ordere 0 aeploy an eep watch over the harbor entrance.
|Lt.(jg) North, U.S.N.R. (of 0.S.S5.) proceeded with Intelligence
[Interrogation of ltalian military and political prisoners. Lt.
(jg) North and Capt. Torello (of 0.S.S.) and Capt. Howland (of
the Parachute Infantry) were advised that, provided the Germans
could not be "bluffed" into surrender, Task Grouﬁ 80,4 would
return with reenforcements the da Neve eless, Lt.(]g
North praceede pians to invite the German surrender,
(Although information received at the time of landing disclosed

’thaggmnssglznizhad left Ponza that day, later Intelligence dis-

closed that he did not, in fact, leave until D-Da;!.
2. Ttalian military personnel gave full information

on telephone, power, R.D.F., etc., installations. At 0145,

Commander Task Group 80.4 returned to KNIGHT with the German
#-{W.0. prisoner. ézieut. Fairbanks led a small reconnaissance
ﬁ;aop party through the village to the outskirts to establish pickets
K D and to meke sure that no enemy threatened the further debarkatlo

11t1& Guard,

L]

K

Ay of troops. Also small 0.S.S. and Paratroop detachments cautiously
1% explored the environs of the village. Explosions and fires con-
tinued in the wake of the German withdrawal., Lt.(Jjg) North re-
i:jji) turned to report the capture and disarmament of the Italian




25.. A signal from CinClled was decoded and found to
contain instructions regarding the firing on Itallan forces and
shore installations,

26, As the situation on Ventotene was still unclear
and as pre-demonstration shore bombardment was cancelled due

1
various areas in the ﬁg;;_giagigég;:zpparent1y with a view to
locating our force. f gunfire and bombing from

the mainland were clearly vis S

28, The Demonstration Group carried out its opera-
tion according to plan but, aside from rockets from shore
flares from planes in the area, were not engaged way

in, the group ran parallel to a conslderable force of enemy

craft but as neither side was sure of its strength no one open-
ed fire. This same enemy convoy was undoubtedly the one met by
Lt. Cmdr, Kremer and his II

h\Lt. Cndr. Kremer on boarﬁiééé;éé;;gére >
civilian agerdts and one U. officer. er agents

30, >
were aboard agents were to land in rubber boats,
sent in fro undred yards off shore. The boats were to be
Tecovered by the MTB's, The LTB 298 and 289 proceeded at 25
knots, to about ten miles due south of the point (northwest of
Gaeta) at which the agents were to be landed,.

ferred the remaining civilian agents to the NTB 298, At 0032

a course QOO° was steered at a speed of 8 knots until at 0132
on a position due south a landing point was reached. MNMTB 298
then proceeded close to the -beach on one auxiliary engine at

a speed of 3 knots., MTB 289 teking position astern at maximum
visibility distance in order to screen the landing,. Visibility
_ was poor.to the north and bad to the east where a high coast-
line backed by hills gave no silhouette,

31 MTB 289 came alongside the MTB 298 and trans- \

32, At 0140 a rubber boat was prepared and civilian
gents ready to board it when at Ol47 heavy diesel engines were
eard to the east and at approximately 0150 .flve enemy craft were
bserved bearing epproximately northeast., These craft were
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approximately five cable distance and proceeding on a westerly
course. They appeared to be "F" Lighters and/or Siebel Ferries.
The order was given to turn west and stop. The enemy continued
on his course and disappeared to the westward. The MTB'S were
apparently unobserved.

33, At 0200 LTB 289 reported a U=-boat or large land-
ing craft passing close across her stern from east to west,
The order was given to sink by torpedo if enemy was a U-boat,
but to remain stopped if enything smaller, in order that they
could carry out their original mission. At 0205 LTB 289 reported
the enemy a Siebel Ferry and at 0208 course was resumed for the

beach,
| Amar

e 4t 0212 two R-boats, or 1&aT -boats, about 120
feet in length, were observed closing WTB 298 Prom the east about
2 cables distance. The order was given to turn west, but MTB 298
to remain underway to maneuver in the event of the enemy trying
to ram, However, the enemy passed %2 a cable to the south of MTB J
298 at a speed of between 12 and 15 knots, and, as they passed
between the two MTB's, flashed a signal at LITB 298 asking for
their identity, with a series of "A's™ flashed in groups of two,
with a white light, XLTB 298 replied with rapid and unintelligible
signals giving prominence only to the German "U", also with a
white light., After a brief interval the enemy challenged with the
letter "A" and was answered in the same manner. The enemy then
stopped challenging and appeared to be altering course to the
south.. The order was given to crash start main engines and pro-
ceed at high speed to the south as had the enemy come about to
engage from a seaward position the landing operation would have
been compromised and the MTB would have suffered severe damage
due to the greater power of the E-boats' guns,

356 ¢ At 0225 when in position approximately 5 miles
due south of the landing point the order was given to stop, for
nothing could be seen of the enemy, MTB 289 which was inshore
of /MTB 298 reported 2 small E-boats and one smaller craft pro- \

iing on a westerly course and bearing northeast. These craft
proceeded on thelr end a® 0230 aircraft flares were dropped

in the dir As these flares improved visibility to
iy aft were observed, the sta-
At this time a delegation of th aggntg)said

as they were cé&rtain to be

e y .
This was suggested by Lieutenant Calore, U.S. Army, who
accompanied these agents, He pointed out
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36, even enemy craft—-were observed north-
east proceeding to the ., The order was given to stop, and
as there appeared to be & constant stream of enemy traffic pass-
se—inshore, 1t was decided that any event W -
ossible to d the agents,,therefore an gttack on the enemy ™ \

with torpedoes:was ordered. The largest enemy vessel was select- |

d arget. AL 0259 the order was given to turn to the right !
and fire tor . At 0301 both 1TB's _fired torpedoes at &
range of 800 yardsey The enemy was not engaged more closely due

the rfact that the Commending Officer of the LTB 298 was in=-

gtTucted that it was not desired to lose thess8 ships during the \

early stages of the operation off the west coast of Italy and 1t
was impossible to gain bearing on the enemy without revealing the

position of the MTB's by the noise made by starting the main

engines. \
37 After firing, both LIB'S disengaged to tggd%gggg,_

at a slow spee : & minute arter riring two instantaneous

n the direction of the target. This was
onjand pyrotechnic display as the
wa s 10&ad =+ ammunition blew UPe In the subse-
quent jl1lumination of target, three of the craft were jdentified

as "Fm Lighters.

ccurred

38, AbgBE_QQ\Feconds after torpedo hit, the remaining
operl pire mm guns, followed by fire of
S the riring passed about 1 _
When the enemy opened fire
roceed south-
s point due

eas “high speed. prearrange
south of the landing point was kept at 0335

39& At 0352 MTB 298 was steered at the speed of 25
knots to pass vetween the Islands of Ventotene and Fonza and
thence to Gulf of Salerno-at 0745 )

40, Back with the main Torce, at 0325, an unidentified A
plane, flying low and close aboard was fired on by the KNIGHT but |

cered away before any hits were madee.

N Ll. At 0330 more explosions and fires were observed _on [
the d of Ventotene while an ocoassional fiping" of rifle fire

“Fwas alsO note T forces on the island requested of CommandeT

*P‘ Task Group SO.L'S representative.to pass on their desire for
fire support from the KNIGHT. Reconnaissance, however, failed :
to disclose the exact whereabouts of the enemy's positions.

At 0400 Commander Task Group 80.4's staff returned to the KNIG@?:f&
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znd it was decided to fire star shells on the island in an
attempt to silhouette the island and help locate the enemy's
positions. The geography of the island being small znd
irregular it was thought dangerous to our own troops to
actually bombard without accurate inforwation, therefore only
star shells were used. After several salvos "cease fire" was
ordered and at 0530 the ENIGHT with 4 ML's and 2 SC8s retired
toward the Southern Attack area. The ARB's and MIB's were
ordered to retire and refuel according to plan,

Wy
CD
-
p
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o
ek e IR URAIARY

L2, The KNIGHT making 12 knots passed Isola d'Ischia
at 0730, four miles on the port beam a2nd Capri at 0920 at 15,000
yards, Several unidentified planes were plotted on RADAR but no
action was necessary,

L e et e e e

43, The proposed raid on Ischia was abandoned because
of the danger of landing a force without preliminary bombardment.

L. At 0956 all ships of Task Group 80.4 were released
and ordered to comply with basic orders. The KNIGHT changed
speed to 20 knots and proceeded into the Gulf of Salerno arriving
at 1048 to awalt orders,

E SEPT. 9th/10th,
| D DAY - D#l D

L5 Cormander Task Group 80.4 went on board the
ANCON to report to Navel Commander Western Task Force in
accordance with orders received by visual signal.

L6 Task Group 80.4 was directed to embark reenforce- i
ments for the small landing force on Ventotene Island. At 1545
details/ of troops and equipment were arranged and embarkation

started of_¢§ roops and 5—officers on board the KNIGHT., At 3
1758 troops s S ana the ship underway for Ventotene, 1

working up

F L7« k5, the KNIGHT arrived off Ventotene and
sent a boat ashore with reconnaissance party and shore fire
control party in case fire-support from KNIGHT were required,
\J,.Signal from the beach reported that German troops had surrender=-
ed. They had been told of o "overwhelming” force and as this
substantiated their fears they s epdered, Our troops, instead
Mor Ianding,; Were orgenized ipto guards for the prisoners. The
small island of San Stafeno had been occupied during the day and
the po: cel prisoners freed. We started teking German prisoners
on board via whaleboat, assisted by a large ferry type German
tor boat operated by our men which had been captured at the;é}x:\
a

island, Three officers and 87 enlisted men were taken on bo
/2 as prisodsrs,

=10 -




L8, Underway at 2335 for the Gulf of Salerno to
deliver prisoners and return troops to their units, At 0430
flares were dropped ahead, followed by more over the ship. At
0445 fired 2 rounds of 5 inch and 10 rounds of 40 mm with no
results, One bomb dropped about 500 yards astern., At 0824,
anchored in transport area and proceeded to transfer prisoners
and troops,

49, Task Group 80.4 dissolved and staff transferred
to ANCON at 1420, Various units of the Group were ordered to
report for duty as directed by Naval Commander Western Task Force.
One ARB sent to position south of Ventotene Island to act as a
beacon ship for aircraft,

SEPT, 11th/12th,
D42 DAY - D43 DAY,

III.

50 Forenoon of 1l Sept., Capt. Andrews was directed
to collect LCT's and LCI(L)'s on Red Beach to move reenforcements
to Maiori, After collecting necessary craft and directing them
to proper beach and conferring with Army authorities on shore,
located SC 676, Turned over to him information as to LCT's
collected and where they were beaching and gave him charts and
directions concerning movement of troops and turned the operationms
over to him as directed.

51, Afternoon of 11 Sept., Task Group 80.4 was re-
organized with the mission of ene coas

[ convay lanes
IS coqggnHIné"

1 — —

52, k Group 80.4 was directed to_create a
diversion in e night of 11/12 Sept. S0
u( signal was recelv 3 ntotene requesting assistance in the

£oTm Of Teenforcements (WHIL S INEE T R CHEls LA Sulitn sudard T)
|

\
53. Commender Task Group 80.h4 reembarked staff in
KNIGHT end assumed command-of Task Group 80.4 consisting of the
following units:

U.S.S. KNIGHT
MTBron 15
*x-ARBron ONE
32nd MIB Flotiiia)
33rd MTB Flotilla)_ .
50th MGB Flotilla) (to arrive later)

A signal was dispatched requestiﬁg the reassignment of ML Flotilla
31 with Blossom equipment but no answer was received. ;
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She At such short notice it was found impossible to i
secure the proper balloon equipment for our RADAR deception and '
it was decided to rely on radio deception, gunfire and the "B.J." °<;
units.

554 At 1630, the KNIGHT was underway for Ventotene
n/|to investigate request for assistance, having made arrangements
to rendezvous with the Demonstration Group as soon as they could
fuel and proceede

566 At 1950, the KNIGHT arrived off Ventotene and
sent a boat ashore with boarding officer to contact Italian
Corvette and two Itallan MS boats and to report on conditions
ashore, The Italian Captains reported on board the KNIGHT and
were directed to proceed to Palermo, The shore station reported
that German planes had been flying over the island daily but,
with one exception of minor straffing after having been fired
upon, had not attacked, Received request rrqq,anE:fﬁQ%}éEgﬂgifﬁb7&1
the Parachute Infantry for additional troops and sent dispateh
in his name accordingly. Reported by dispatch that beacon on
Island was operatinge. = ol

57 At 0100, Demonstration Group arrived and all
ships started for stations, Three boats from MIBron 15 were to

creen eastern part of Gulf; ARBron ONE, screened by MTB Flotilla
roceeded to northern beaches Ior demonstration =- nus
spec eception equipment.,. _

58, At 0135, received report that Demonstration Group
had exploded mine and one ARB had suffered minor damage to its
propeller shaft, Demonstration Group was then ordered to with-
draw and carry out patrol west of Cape Cercio as previously
QL planneds The KNIGHT, operating outside the 100 fathom curve,

-fired star shells over northern beaches. Flares were fired from }
shore and a plane was observed by RADAR to investigate the source -
of star shells, As the shells were fired on several targets, it *_
was difficult for the enemy to know if they came from a plane or
a ship., More star shells were fired and the plane withdrew but .

teturned later to investigate again. _Lieut, Fairbankg and Lt.{]g %

Daum conducted a verbal "landing operation®” on the high-iTequency. f

Kl ginary st craft to _various beaches :
IR P of about one hour, 1The T 0 this were ascer-

« @ ¥ by flares sent up all E%on; the shore but by in- ﬁ

'as follows: 5T6 are S s?h; repeated "Where are the

' ships?"; "There outside = - = ?interrarenoe) - = = come in";

| m5ince when is shooting taking place?"; "Where are the Ship? I
' am waiting for an answer, Come in.® - The above seems to indicate

that, although the regular full-scale demonstration had to be

@12 =
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cencelled znd all specizl devices were not available, the
armed forces ashore were led to believe that considerable
Allied activity was going on in the area, The 3 PT's in the
east and 3 MTB's to the west made no contects and, at 0450,

all ships were ordered to cease operations and return to base.
The KNIGHT arrived in transport area at 0900 while the small
craft proceeded to their base at 1l

SEPT,., 12th/13th,
D+3 DAY - D#4 DAY

59. Commander Task Group 80.4 reported on board
ANCON to see what could be done about the fuel situation which
was becoming acute and to discuss future operations, Atteupts?®
were also made to arrange for provisions to relieve the situa-
tion on the island of Ponza,.

60, A further signal requesting reassignment of ML's
and "Blossom" equipment.was dispatched. At 1500, underway in.
ENIGHT for Maiori where small craft were based and arrived at
anchorage at 1710, Efforts to locate ComMTBron 15 were in vain
as he was ashore,

o 61, An Italian Naval officer, accompanied by Commander

32nd QTB Flotilla, came on board from a smallinotor boz
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Neither provisions nor troops were available. was erefore
decided to risk the occupation with only a *"show of force™ and,
at 1932, Commander Task Group 80.4, with three MTB's, started

or Capri, led by the small Italian motor boat,

2230, Commander Task Group 80.4 returned to Maiorl to board the
KNIGHT and found a member of the staff of Commodqore "N" on board
discussing plans to take the island the next morning., A signal
was sent immediately to Naval Commander Western Task Force that
the island of Capri had surrendered,

53¢ The fuel situation was now so accute that the
ARB's fueled with 87 octane gasoline in order that the combat
:::) boats would have all that remained of 100 octane,
(3 )
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: 6l o On the morning of 13 Sept., WTB's escorted 7

Ttalian MS boats to the lfaiori anchorage, Commander Task Group
80.4 took on board the MTB the Senior Italian Naval officer and
2nd in commend of Italian Army forces on Capri and proceeded to
U.S.S. BISCAYNE to report to Naval Commander Western Task Force.

65, VGB Flotilla 20 and MTB Flotilla 33 reported for
duty while at BISCAYNE.

[ 66, Returned on board KNIGHT at about 1600, A report
was received that the town of Maiori was being evacuated due to
approach of enemy, Several shells landed from 100 to 200 yards
QL\ outboard of KNIGHT, Task Group 80.4 was ordered to evacuate

Majori and proceed to Ca e, Meanwhile the MS boats had
been ordered to operaje under Commander Task Group 80.4L. At 1828,
%g%%%gﬁmgored to the mole in Capri, well as ARBron ONE, MIB//:
g 1las 32 and 33 an a 20, MTBron 15 did not /

FiamN |

arrive that nighte At 1850, a German recomaissance plane fle !
Lby to northward., Opened fire with no results, Ew&ghmu>su{IER@¥
o foRmaRsy w(comb.ops TG FEEI ;
67 At Capri, Comdr. D% wWyburd, R.N., with LCI(L) . *
end ML and party of Cormendos had arrived on orders from ;
Commodore "N", Comdr, Wyburd requested permission to operate
as part of Task Group 80.4. Signal was sent to Naval Commander
 Western Task Force but answer was negative,

68, During the day Lt.(jg) North, Capt. Torello, 0.S.S.
personnel and the political prisoners were brought from Ventotene
to Capri, Nearly all small craft were now inoperative because of
lack of fuel and lubricating oil and operations were postponed
until the next night. A second request for "Blossom" was dis-

atched. '
V. SEPT. li4th/15th,
De5 DAY - D46 DAY.

i
69. Lt. Cmdr. Kremer left Capri on the Italian MS 52,
G:i;;fffffff%;ffifﬁf Ttallen MS 21 and one PT- boat at OL30 for the
8

i
nd of Ischia)to determine if there were any Germans on the
island and to accept the surrender of the islend, We had been
informed that they had all evacuated but a few days before., He
was accompanied by ten British Commendos and one British Naval

officer who spoke Italian,. {C)M[)E_ WVBHRD)

A—sk stop was made at Forio and the group
anded at (Porto Ischiadat 0700, The commanding officer of the

1
, . arrison aid the senior Italien Naval officer said that no
EEEE) Germans were there, 4
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7 Part of a German radio was removed rrom a hotel
and the gun emplacements were inspected,

724 The senlor officer was notified that he would be
responsible for law and order, both civil and military until an
Allied military unit could be landed. This was requested by the
senior officer to be landed as soon as possible,

73, The group left the 1sland at lh30 taking with
them six American Army aviators w 648
and who had been interned. (The 3
Commandos remained. The party arrived apri at about 1700,

Th e At about 0900, two German =-boats were seen to
stand out of Naples bay and turn to the northward. No PT's
were present and aside from ARB's, all other craft were immobi-
lized by lack of fuel, ILt, Cmdr, Kremer on Ischia was notified
and the two Italian MS boats made a sweep to intercept but with
no results,

75 Established shore base, quarters and mess ashore

for small craft, Also set up operational organization for all i
units. Cmdr, Wyburd wished to continue operations with our
group unofficially and mutual assistance was rendered, The
local Fascist Militia was disarmed and the Carbinieri assumed
police duties., As a signal from Commander Western Naval Task
Force ordered Task Group 80.4 not to operate north of Naples on
the night of either the 14th/15th or 15th/l16th, due to.destroyer ‘
operations, we.were limited to the Gulf of aples area, _It was 4
therefore ] occupy Island of Procida)that night., Further-
more, word had been recelved I O authorities that the
Germans had planned reoccupation as soon as possible. No PT's
were available so planned operation with 2 MGB's, 2 MTB's and—
two ARB's, No other craft were operational, _A British.landing W%i
party of'20 ratings and party of Special Service troops consist-

Jng of Capt, Torello, Lta North and 5 0.S.S, Army enlisted
pmen was organized, ocmmander Task Group . MGB headed for

the western end of the island and then followed close to the
shore around to the northeastern end where the port is located
so as not to be seen from the mainland only two miles away at
that point., While the occupation was in progress, two MTB's lay
off the harbor as a screen to observe and report any danger.

d surrendered without opposition and Lt, Daum was sent
by fast boat)to report in person to Naval Commander Western Task
Force at we were in a position two miles from the mainland and
that artillery placed there would control the whole Naples area
and also cover any landing desired,

9 ARB 40, s, SAM SCrHWARTZ




\Eé‘f tions, Commander Task Group 80.4 was informed by ComMTBron 15

r

764 The KWIGHT reported sighting a submarine south-
west of Capri and attacked without results. A dispatch was i
sent requesting early transportation of sreclal RADAR and !
balloon equipment. |

=
Ale Lieut, Hooper, R.N.} reported that, followlng a
reconnaissan f Sorrento, there are no Germans in occupation

and an Allied force is earmestly requested by the mayor, Details i
were passed to Commodore "N%, :

78, In answer to CinCMed's inquiry regarding "Blossom"
a third request for reassignment was made,

79 On September l5th started using 87 octane gasoline
in MTB's and LGB's.

80, As the situation was considered somewhat pre-
carious and increasing German interest in Procida was reported
by Intelligence and refugees from the mainland, it was decided to
put up a "bluff™ of strength. Consequently, two ARB's were sent
to Ventotene to evacuate Capt. Howland and his detachment of 509th
Parachute Infantry for use as an emergency garrison on Procida,
The beacon signal party, under Lt. Wills, was left on Ventotene.

8l. A conference th Admiral Morse was held as a
result of which decisions were e v at to send for AMG person- ;-
nel for Capri and Ischia; to establish Capri as main base and 1D
headquarters and Ischia as advanced base; that Admiral Morse 2
would administer shore and port Naval activities and that Com-
mander Task Group 80.4 would administer all active operational

activities,

i AR The following dispatch v d from Commander
Westcru: Naval Task Force, No, 151121, « All Naval
Forces ou Islaud of Capri are placed under Command Commander
Thok Geoup 80,4, This cancelis uy 141516,." ‘-

83. At a planning conference on board the KNIGHT, pre-
paratory to the occupation of Procida and other prospective opera-

'
r 4

rr!"'

that all PT's had been secured,

8L As up to this time, of the 16 operational PT boats
of MTB ron 15, never more than 2 or 3 had, from time to time,
been made available to Commander Task Group 80.4, despite the
fact that all other craft had been using 87 octane gasoline to
leave more for the PT's, it was decided to return the squadron
to Commander Western Naval Task Force for duty where its services
might be more usefully employed. Hence tuhe following signal,

- 16 =~
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Ilo. 152215, was sent to Comasnder western Naval Tagk Porce:
"iTBron 15 flo longer required :or operod{ons wiAlasW Growg S0.4
am returring them to original comzmand,"

Fairbanks, JTe,; U.S.N.R.,
two ARB's with Parachute
onsiderable difficulty

At about 2100 L
and Comdr, Wyburd, R.N., Capri
DL. Infantry for garrisoning- of Procida.
was encountered in locgting our sev 0.S.8. Army personnel and
Capte. Torello. The Is een expecting a German land-
ing party that night and were under the impression that our -
force was it, The troops were immediately deployed to look=-out
posts and a watch was set overlooking the narrow channel to the
mainland, It was necessary to keep in the shadows as German
lookouts on the cliffs had been ordered to fire on all traffic
to the Island during the curfew hours., After the troops had
been billetted and arrangements with local officials made, Lieut.
Fairbanks returned to Caprli and Comdr. Wyburd was sent direct to
Commodore "N" to arrange for fuel, provisions and reenforcemants
for the islands,

- ’O/\ VI * SEPI‘ @ 16‘1‘H 9 D’? DAY.
,/ \(‘.ﬁ =~ ' . .
Qﬁf<oYﬂgkv' 86. 3A. On 16 September another conference was held with

Q»ﬁ§1£> Admiral Morse (who was most cooperative and helpful)e. A RAF

é5€9~) Tighter-control unit was established on the beach; radio

P¥ 5" ) and lookouts were established on the high points of ]

(4 office and harbor control were initiated and the po
function,

éo.
?@b 87; :‘ranged to take Admiral Morse for
an inspection of Ischia q( Procida/ leaving Capri at 1430 in
M an ARBUY® Three LGB's shie were detalled to sweep
1]

g
1430 and then through the channel between
the islands and continue north of Procida., When about halfway

o‘ﬂ‘—
E%R;X south of Procida
from Capri to Ischia, with the admiral in the ARB, smoke was
QJ observed south of Procida and the three MGB's headed for us at
A4 full speed. We ran alongside the leading NGB and found that
5 the enemy batteries on the shore had taken them under fire and
| they had retired behind smoke, They thought that the gunfire
had come from the islands as well as the mainland, Not knowing
. whether the islands had been recaptured by the Germans, Commander
Task Group 80.4 requested the Admiral to return to- Capri on the
MGB while he investigated the gun fire, Commander Task Group
80.4 proceeded on to Ischia, with a small party, without inci-
dent. Commander Task Group 80.4 decided to run back and bring
the Admiral over since the islands were secure.

s A
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88. On the way bacli
to 200 yards astern of the boat. They were apparently coming
from the main ut we could not locate the battery. At

apri Admiral /could not be located, so Commander Task
Croup 80.L decided to return to remove members of his staff
left on Ischia., The fastest ARB was used and on the way over

J

~
L

~

{Ttalian torpedo factory and

it was decided to run closer to the mainland to locate the
battery if they opened fire. A few shots dropped astern as
before (ARB was making 40 knots) and gun flashes were spotted
on shore. <+hen, in quick succession, three four-gun salvosﬁﬁﬁ)
gtraddled the boate. Course was changed left 459 and speed
increased to 48 knots, The Germans evidently had no RADAR
control since the salvos continued to fall along the 0ld course. i
The party on Ischia was picked up and course was laid well off
shore on the return trip since we had located the battery and ;
did not wish to risk losing the boat. The German fire at such ;
a high speed target was surprisingly accurate. The range when

they straddled was about 8500 yds. The guns appeared to be |
about 90 mm, and fragmentation shells werse used. lLater Capt. ;
Torello on Ischia accurately reported the positions of the

Batteries as he had observed the entire incident through bino-

culars., Just before the second run to Ischia a submarine was

reported submerged off Capri by the lookout on the hill, The

KNIGHT was ordered out to investigate but reported negative i
results,

89. The plan for the night of the 16th had been a
sweep along the coast north of koms with the KNIGHT off shore
end PT8s and/or MTB's close in to the beach, Upon return from
Ischia it was reported that no PI's or MTB's were operational
due to fuel shortage or machinery defects so Commander Task
Group 80.4 went aboard the KNIGHT to conduct a sweep up the
coast alone. ilord was left for the MGB's to make a sweep in
the Gulfl of Naples and Gaeta if they returned from fueling in
time, Commander Task Group 80.4 in KNIGHT made a sweep up the
coast about four miles off shore to a position north of Rome
and returned without meking contact. Three LGB's later made
a search of the Gulf of Naples golng along the coast and pass-
ing within 1200 yards of the Naples breakwater., They then re-
turned without results. It appeared that all coastal movements
south of Rome had been discontinued.

5‘{'&6’1‘1 Vs PM

On this night a small party of Commandos/from, 2
schis in an Itallan US boat, reided the island of St, Martino, £ (

I
This igland, just north of Procida, is the location of a large
s connected to the ma and by a

bridge. The Commandos, consisting of one officer and four men,

alsoCone Naval officer,\ located the submarine wires by which
%Yo blow up the factory, which information




Yy, eluding German sentriesfacross the bridze,
rescued an interned Itallian Admiral and his wife (they Wwere
_obliged to wait for her to pack] and withdrew to Capri via
Procida and Ischia.

91, Meanwhile, our 0.S.S. Intelligence made detailed
reports of enemy movements and dispositions on the mainlend.
Their reports were secured by observation, infiltration of agents,

| reports from refugees, etc. The enemy was, by now, convinced
(according to these reports) that we had considerable forces on
‘the is]lands, This was deliberately aided by a show of activity
and movement and the dissemination of false rumors., A request
for "A Force" dummy encampments had been sent in previously but
as there was no response we carried on the "bluff® as best we
could without unduly encouraging ememy fire.

<§;) After dark, on the same night, 3 LCI(L)'S arrived

t Ischla and disembarked 150 airborn oops_to reenforce our
efenses in that area. This was in answer to the request for
additional troops made on the lzth, SDAS EARYER.

93, The enemy opened fire on the Island of Frocida
on the night of the 16th and killed one of the released political
prisoners who had served a decade in prison for an attempted
assasination of Mussolini, Several other persons were wounded,
No military damage was sustained, nor were there any other
casualties, It-was decided to remove all prisoners to Capri and
thence to Palermo the next daye.

VII. SEPT. 17TH/18TH,
: D+8 - D¢ 9 DAY.

94, On the morning of the 17th a conference was held
with Admiral Morse and the two AMG officials who had errived in
Capri., 'One AMG official was assigned to Capri and the other to
Ischia, ! AMG proclamations were posted and arrangements made
with banks for exchange and use of invasion currency, AlSO the
local civil authorities were brought into line under tie guldance
of AMG and several local ex-Fascist leaders were placed in cust-qay,

95. At about 1430 word was received that es Axis coce
voy was sighted off Leghorn, heading south, The KNICHT was noti-
fied to prepare for sea at once and two PT's were reported to
have sufficient fuel for a round trip to Elba, It was planned
for the KNIGHT to cruise north 10 miles off the beach., Folnts
A, B, C and D were designated so that the KNIGHT and ¥T's could
communicate their positions to each other by distance &and bear-
ing from a point without disclosing their location teo the enemy,

- 19 =




At 1555 the KNIGHT was underway and proceeding outside the
islands in the Gulf of Gaeta to avoid mine fields, Shortly
afterwards two PT boats cleared the harbor and followed the
KNIGHT.

Sé;) At 1600 a message was received from Commander
gth et dissolving Task Group 80.4. However, it was decided
o

continue the search for the Axis convoy. At 1915 an Axis
plane, identifiied as a DO 217, was sighted flying low over the
water at a range of about 10,000 yards, Opened fire but no
hits were observed. At 1940 RADAR reported a friendly plane
approaching from the west., When the plane was at a range of
8,000 yards it was definitely identified as a JU 88 despite the
friendly IFF signal., TFire was opened and the plane was observed
to be hit but apparently not damaged badly. About this time one
PT reported engine trouble and was directed to return to Capri.
The KNIGHT and one PT proceeded with the search for the Axis
convoy. Proceeded north as far as the Argenterio Promentory
with no enemy contact. The KNIGHT could not proceed in among
the islands due to danger of mines and the PT boat had only
enough fuel for the return trip. According to the plot, the
reported convoy would have been south of our present position
if proceeding at 5 knots or more. iHence it was decided to head
south. The return run was uneventful except for clearly visible
fires and heavy bombing on the coastline and the KNIGHT arrived
at Capri at 0835. This Turther convinced us that no enemy con-
voys of E~-boats were operating south of Elba on the Italian coast.

97 It had been planned for the following night to
sweep the coast of Corsica while also maintaining a defensive
patrol in the south but the dissolution of Task Group 80.4 put
a stop to further planning or operations as a combined group.

98, At Capri all units were notified of the dissolu-
tion of Task Group 80,4 and the KNIGHT started for Salerno to
place Commander Task Group 80.4 and staff on board ANCON and
report for duty to Commander Task Group 89.

* * * * *

99. During the operation the following officers
were particularly deserving of recognition for their valient
and courageous behavior not only under enemy fire but also at
other times when it was uncertain whether the enemy would open
fire or not and the orders were not to fire unless fired upon:




Lt. Cmdr. J. Kremer, USNR = Chief Staff Officer.

Lieut. D.E. Fairbanks, Jr.,, USNR - Ass't. Chief
Starff and Operations Officer. .

capt. Torello, A.U.S. - Com. 0.3.S. Troops.

Lt. (jg) North, USNR - Naval Liaison of 0.8.S.

100, The following officers are deserving of recogni-
tion rfor their efficient performance of duty under the most try=-
ing conditions where practically all operations were carried out
at night with a small force operating in enemy territory without
benefit of close support and with little or no chance for rest
in the daytime:

Lt. Cmdr. Kremer, USNR - Chief Staff Officer.
Lt, D.Z. Fairbanks, Jr., USNR - Ass't, Chief
Staff and Operations Cfficer.
It.(jg) A.E. Daum, USNR - Communications Officer.
Capt. Howland, A.U.S., - Comder. 509th Parachute
Infantry Detechment.
Lt. Cmdr. ILloyd, RNVR - Comder. 3lst ML Flotilla.
1t. Cmdr. Green-Kelley, RNR - Cdr. 32nd LIB Flotilla.
It. Cmdr. Hughes, RNVR - Cdr., 20th LGB Flotilla,
t. Cmdr. Aroher, RNVR - CdT. 337d LB Flotilla.
Lieut. Warner, RNVR - 0=in-C MTB 363
L}. A, Bryant, USNR - ComARBron ONE.
s/Lt. F.A.M. Shore, RNVR = 0=-in-C of MTB 298,
S/Lt. Barnesdale, RNVR - O-in-C of MTB 289.
F/0 Wolf, R.A.F. - Spec. Falloon & RADAR equipment.

lOlJ Task Group 80.4, & small heterogeneous force,
operating minus close surface support and without ailr coverage,
executed its various missions and operations in enemy dominated
areas with no casualties to personnel and no loss of material,

1
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U. S. S. KNIGHT

A

September 22, 1943,

From: Commanding Officer.
1o Rl Comman der in Chief, United States Fleet.
Vg & Chain of Operational Commang.
Sub ject: Report of Operations ‘/hile Acting as Flagship
of Task Group 80.4 in Operation AVALANCHE .
Reference: (a) U.5. Navy Regulations, Arts. 712 and 874.
5 This vesssl participated in operation "AVALANCHEM

as flagship of Commander Task Group 80.4, Captain C.L. ANDRZ'S,
JT., USN. His flag was initially hoisted in BIZERTE on Angust
30, 1943, was temporarily hauled down on September 5, 1943,

and hoisted again in PALERNO on September 7, 1943,

2s The task group consisting of U.S.3. KNIGHT,
Netherlands Gunbosat FLORES, ARBron (NE, 6 British ML's, L SC's,
1 and one PT from PTron 15 ed ATERLIO
of September 8, 1943, to cfeate a diverst

‘Aand to occupy the Island ofR-VENTOTENE.
group until opposite“the C
gulf to intercept any trafric trying to

escape or sortie,

Lay to four miles East of VENTOTENE at 2258 with 4 ML's
and screened by 2 SC's. ARB's approached island and made
demands of surrender by loudspeaker. Italian garrison made
sign of surrender at 2400 (September 8th). Commander Task
Group 80.4 left in ship's boat to lead in ML's carrying 55
troops from 82nd Airborne Division, and returned at 0210 (Sep-
tember 9th), with one Germen prisoneg:

At 0325 a twin-engined bomber, otherwise unidentifieqd,
Tlew close aboard at low altitude. Firad of 5"/38
with no hits observed. Plane did not tack nor retur
vicinity, k!

Boats retumed on ¢ cmpletion
ing at 0400. Ieammed that en unexpe
men was on the 1sland. Apparently the
impressed them to the extent that they had withdra

landing and reconnoiter-
erman garrison of 90

gk 3 768
fo.s‘u.e (8_)




"_\ . U. S. S. KNIGHT
iiiF-SEGBEi September 22, 1943,
!

Subject: Report of Operations «hile Acting as Flegship of
Task Group 80.4 in Operation AVALANGHE.

behind a barricade after demolishing as much equipment as

possible. Our 55 paratroops controlled the island as long as
& showdown did not occur.

At 0500 opened fire with starshells in vicinity of reported
Germen concentration. Starshells performed very poorly. Out of
13 rounds omly 1 functioned perfectly. This will be the subject
of a separate report. Germen garrison was not located so did
not bombard., Left area at 0535 with approach of daylight and
proceeded to Southern Trensport Arsa off SALERNO beaches.
Delivered German prisoner to U.S.S. ANCON at 1025,

Loaded 65 combat troops with equipment during afternoon and
departed at 1800 (September 9th) for VENTOTENE to reinforce
paratroops. Steamed st full power, worked up to 34 knots,.

While slowing down at end of run a main steam gasket blew in
after engine room with result that the remainder of the night

Stopped one mile offshore at 20,5, CTG 80.4 took boat in
with portable radio. Reported back that German garrison had
Ssurrendered to paratroops. We/ did not land troops but took

: d 90 German p 3 officers, 87 enlisted., Sailed
suthern A% at 2335, speed 12 knots on one engine.

< U008

At 0430, September 10, sncountered a single enemy plane in
Latitude 40-23 N., Longitude 13-45 E. His tactics indicated that
he was equipped with radar end that he aid not actually sight
the ship for soms time after meking contact. The encounter
lasted for 15 minutes. Plane dropped flares 10,000 yards ahead
(East), then gradually eclosed with flares to Northeast and
Southeast and Southwest until ship was illuminated, Apparently
Plane wes not in position to attack when ship was illuminated
but instead returned to Eastward and dropped flares quite low,
distant 2000 yards. The ship was maneuvered radically through-
out, in general keeping end on to the brightest light to reduce
silhousette and turning broadside to plane when 3C radar indiceted
Dlane was closing. Speed was increased once, but visibility of
the resultent wake was such that speed was again reduced to
about 12 knots. After dropping the final flares to the Zastward,
Plane made a fast end run and started attack from ‘estward.

-
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Subject: Report of Operations ./hile Acting as Flagship of
Task Group 80.4 in Operation AVALANCEE.

Ship was at this time heading 'est, stern to flares. As soon as
flares hit the water, course was changed to the right with full
rudder, in darkness. Plane was tracked by SC redar and was heard
coming in from Westward on the port bow. One bomb was dropped ;
from an estimated altitude of 500 feet, and landed about 800 !
yards away cn the port quarter with the ship heading about 3450,
Fire was opened at noise and an occasional glimpse of target
during this phase. Two rounds of 5"/38 and 10 rounds of 40 mm.
were expended with no hits. Plane retired after droppirng the ?
bomb at 0445,

The SC radar maintained contact with the plane at all times
and furnished a continual flow of information which was of
assistance in maneuvering the ship. The FD radar tried constantly
to get on target by matching up, and did so several times, but
was unable to maintain contact due to radical maneuvers of plane.

Returned to Southern Transport Area and anchored near U.S.S5.

ANCQN at 0824 (September 10th)., Port engine was reported back
in commission at 0830. Prisoners were transferred to S.S. ORANTES.
Army personnel were returned to landing craft from which they
had coms. CTG 80.4 and staff transferred to U.S.5. ANCON.
U.3.35. KNIGHET reported to Commender Task Force EIGHTY-ONE in
accordance with Naval Commander Jestern Task Forcs despatch and i
was directed verbally by Commander Task Force EIGHTY-ONE to

. revort to, Commander Destroyer Squadron EIGHT for screening duties.
7thile enroute to comply, at 1700, received visual despatch from
Naval Commander Western Task Force to hold previous instructions
in abeyan¢e. Anchored again in vicinity of U.S.3. ANCON to
await instructions.

At 2242 (September 10), bombing raid cormenced. Fired 11
rounds of 5"/38, 800 rounds 40 mm., 1500 rounds 20 mm. by
barrage method., Results unknown.

At OLL5 September 11, 1943, bombers came in again., Got
underway and steemed around transports making smoks. Expended
200 rounds of 4O mm. end 2880 rounds of 20 mm. in barrage fire.
Results unknown.
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Anchored at 0624. At 0940 two bombers got through. U.S.3.
PHITADZLPHTA was missed ebout 50 feet, U.S.3., SAVANNAH was hit
by a rocket type bomb dropped from 24000 feet by a Dormier 217,
U.S.3. KNIGHT fired 17 rounds of 5"/38 at this plane after bomb
was dropped. Plans repidly pulled out of range and was not hit.

4t 1140, a Focke-lulfe 190 approached U.3.3. PHILADELEPHTA
and wes driven off. U.S.3. KNIGET fired 4 rounds of 5", but
could not distinguish own bursts.

ComuandeT Task “roup)\80.4 and staff returned aboard at 1606.

Sailed fop<VENTOTUNE at 1630 and arrived at 1950. Found one
Italian“Gorvette and two motor torpedo (M3) boats whic

de=boaraing calls and sailed ghips

Stood. to Ilorthward from VENTOTENE at 0135

3 ]

1943, to ba®k up light craft during a demonstré?fﬁﬁ“inﬁg%%TgE;f
~of GAETA end)| to destroy any shipping encountered., Liet AR
enroute and /learned that they had exploded a mine in the demon-

n-area. DPemonstration was cancellsd and U.3.S. KVIGHT
lay offshors and fired starshell Spreads toward bsach at 0315,
0325, and 0405, Diversionary effect is not known except that
area of starshell bursts was examined by planes after each
spread. /Expended 28 starshells, performance very poor. At
0450 proceeded to Southern Transpert Area arriving at 0900.

During afternoon of September 12, U.S.S. KNIGHT moved up
the coasl to MAIORI which port was belng used as a PT and ARB
During eyvening of that date, Commander Task Group 80.4
went( to CAPRI, ‘accepted surremier of Italian garrison and
arranged to-base there. Task Group 80.; moved base to CAFRI
end U.S.S. KNIGHT moored inside breakwater at 1830, September
13, 1943. At 1850 fired 21 rounds of 5" at a Dornier 217 which
passed at long range enroute to NAPLES.. No hits observed.

During farenoqn of Sep: Commander Task Group 80.4
accepted surrender(of ISCHIA Got,u:-erw y~at 2121 on that
date with ARB's an 's occupy FROCIDA,) Small boats went
out ahead and stood to Northwest.

On clearing the island (CAPRI), the SG radar reported
surface cantact West of the Island, 8000 yards. FD radar tracked
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terget and determined target course ‘/esterly, speed 18 knots.

It was believed to be either one of our own MTB's somewhat of f
his course, or an enemy E-boat. Range was closed and indistinct
sight contact made at 4300 yards In bright moonlight.

Target was challenged by blinker tube whersupon it submerged and
fired a torpedo at long range as U.3.S. KNIGHT closed to conduct
gound search. Sound search was begun but no contact was made.,
After twenty minutes received a message from Commander Task Group
80.4, in MTB's requesting position. Abandoned search to get on
station to cover his landing. Remainder of operation was unevent-
ful, Returned to CAPRI at 0800 September 15, 1943.

APRI at 2130 September 1éth, proceedifig singly to raid
pipping between Cape CIRCZO end ROMEL _NO trafficof
sp/countered. Searched to point 6 miles s
River. Expended 51 rounds 5" in target practice on a rock com=-
parable in size to a cruiser silhouette. Obtained about 20%
hits at 5000-6000 yards, radar control. Returned %o CAPRI 0845
September 17, 1943.

Underway at 15% September 17, proceeding coastwise at 25
knots to 'attempt interception of SIEBEL FERRY convoy reported
heading south from IEGHORN. A Dornier 217 on reconnalsaance
approached from Northward at 50 feet and circled ship at about
15000 yards. This occurred at 1915, west of PONZA. TFired 34
rounds of 5", but opening salvos were erratic. When fire became
more accurate, plans pulled out of range and disappeared to
Northward.

At 1940, radar reported a friendly plane approaching from
the port beam (Southwest). Plane was sighted heading directly
for the ship but was identified visually as a Junkers 88 at
8000 yards. Fire was opened with 5" and later with 40 mm. and
20 mm., Plene was outside of range of 20 mm. and beyond effective
range of 40 mm., but the tracer display in the fading light may
have helped to dissuade him from his attack. 5" fire appeared
fairly accurate and it 1s believed that hits were obtained. Ons
near burst was believed to be from Mk 32 projectile and some MK
18 bursts appeared close, 41 rounds of 5" were fired in the
ratio of 75% Mk 32 to 25% Mk 18. Plane headed for ship until .
range was about 4000 yards, then turned sharply and opened the
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range, disappearinz finally to Northward.

It is considered worthy of repetition that this plane gave
friendly radar recoznition both @uring approach and retirement.
It made a hostile approach on the ship, was visually identified
as a Ju 88 by the recoznition ofTicer, was not observed to fire
any identification pyrotechnics after fire was opsred, and it
persisted in its direct approach to & bomb rsleass position
until destruction from gun was imminent. There is small
doubt as to its host charecter, t the radar recognition was
definitely present

At 1954 another twin-engined bo
west heading

er approached from the

ise givinz frisndly redar
recogn experiencs, 5" fire was
opensd at about : ne banked sharply and turned
away as soon as fire was opensd and fired proper identification
signal. Fire was checked after 12 rounds (50% Mk 32). No hits
were observed but some bursts were close and plane may have been
damaged.

Arrived at Latitude 42-15 N., Longituds 11-19 E., at 2330,
end patrolled East and est in vicinity of ISOLA DI GIANNUTRL
until 0100 September 18th. Made rendezvous at that time with
own PT boat which had paralleled us up the coast inshore and
‘proceeded down the 100 fathom curve at 25 knots with PT boat
Inshore.| No camtacts whatever were made. Moored in CAPRT

herbor at 0835,

Sailled for Southern Attack Area shortly before noon and
arrived in vicinity of U.S.S. ANCON at 1430. Commander Task
Group 80.4 end steff shifted to U.S.S. ANCON. U.3.3. KNIGET
reported to Commander Task Force EIGHTY NINE in U.3.S. BISCAYNE
in accordance with Naval Commen der Western Task Force directive
dissolving Task Group 80.4. Assumed duties in A/S and A/A
screen outside transport area,

3e Materiel functioned well with the exception of
casuaelties mentioned above which are covered in detail in
Separate correspondence. In addition to these there have been
many minor leaks and small deficiencies which are more or less
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a functlon of the four months of strenuous operation including the
Sicilian campaign as well as AVALANCHE since there has been any
ocpportunity for any but emergency upkeep.

L. Personnel acquitted themselves well throughout.
No cases of outstanding personzl heroism werse noted, nor were
there any cases noted deserving of censure. The Commanding Officer
i1s well pleased with the conduct of a2ll psrsonnel.

J. C. FCRD.
Copy to:
Comdeslant
Comdesron 15
Comdesdiv 30
FIRST ENDORSEMENT: Task Group 80.4 a

P16-3/TG 80.4 Western Naval Task Force
| September 28, 1943. !
€-0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L i

From: Commander Task Group 80.4
To: ; Commender 8th Fleet
1, 1 Forwarded,

D.#. FAIRBANKS,
- Asst't Chiet:l&

by Aeveloing
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Frons: W Commander aircraft Rescue Zoat Scuadren ONE, (LT ART BRY

Tos Commander, U, S, liaval Forces, llortkwest ..frican Vaters.

Vias Commander Taczk Zroun 20,4,

Subject: Action Report covering Operations during period September 8 to 25,

inclusive.
A8 R o0~
1. Aircraft Rescue Eoat Squadron OIE departed PALL 0 1100 September
8, as a part of Task Unit 80,4.4 CTU in PT 214. Light of the ten Rescue boats
vere flying kite balloons with rcdar-deception devices attached. The sa—e craft f
were also equipved with conic deception apreratus, ibout 1300 ARE 38 fell astern ‘
viith engine troutle and was not again seen until tre next day. }

24 whortly tefore dusk Tack Unit 20.,4.4 joined tlie remzincer of Tazk
Group 20.4, Captain C. L. ATESS in GS8 mEIGET commanding.__agoroachin= thre
Island of VT imQm il ption ond jamming was used. at 2300 uFB 48 fol-
Iowed PT 214 in to a point 200 yards from the coutheastern teach of fhe Icland
of VulTOTiil, the rangze teing determined by tke radar on FT 21/, Here a special-
1y prepared procloration in Italian was projected over tte sound equipnent of
AB L8, Turing tke aprroach tre radar receiving egquipment aboard FT 21/ recorded
the fact trat the two boats were teing fixed by enemy fire conirol racdar. after
about twenty (20) minutes had elapsed, white flares indicatin: surrender vere ot-
served from the Island,

About 0230 Septedber 9, H - 1, Task Unit 30.4.4 conducted amoticr
radar deception off the beach just south of the Volturno Aiver in ike GULT CF (%\_’
GacTa, 4s the Task Unit was aprroaching the beach for 2 sound demonsiration at i
H hour, two enemy F lighters were encountered proceeding in the direction of
GALTA or TJUWCIUA, The range 7as|point blank, but neither side opened fire,

CTU 804444 raving received specific orders *o initia*e no firing whatsoever af-

ter the announcenent of the furrender of Iiall, Due to the delay, the sound an

stmoke demonstration was not conducted until K plus 45 and the run was not com= i
pleted and boats reformed until H plus 1 hour and thirty (30) mimutes. .iccounts !
of reaction from the beach varied with observers; some saw searchlights, otkers
saw small caliber gun fire, and some saw nothing at all, It nay thus bte safely
said that there was not much active reaction on the part of whatever enemny nay
have been occupyinz the beach positions.

e During this operation ATE 38 which had bteen left astern and 7as
attenpting to close the remainder of the flotillas was subjected to heavy and
accurate gunfire on at least six separate occasions. The cause for this was
undoubtedly the radar deceptive device vhich she was flying and the shell fire
was in all probatility from friendly forces operating to the westward of the
area. Once Ler gear was rizzed in the shelling discontinued. 3he joined up

Enclosure ( C..)
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in tke GULF OF S4LiFHO after daylight,

On the night of September M, AEs 39 ang 68 acconpanied US3 iZITGHT
to the Island of VENTOT_IE to facilitate tke transport of reinforcenent troops
ashore. \ihile returning after the conpltiem— F~3kre mission the groun was illumi-
nated by flares dropped from snemy planes, LSS [IIERS, cue to a broken steam
Line wasz able *o nake only 12 lneg¥s. AE 39, therefore, circled in the orea
directly beneath ttre fleres in fréder to zct as decoy vihilg the cestroyer zot
clear.” Tke ruse was evidently \stccesstul for two bonbs £ell close astern of
L 39 while USS ENICET went unrctested

(7] .
On September 1X, L Es 39, 46, 48, and 71 cecarted e SALLFHO aF 2
in conpany with PT 21/ and 151 ‘TBs 636 and €33 to ake a soundy smoke, and gunfiye

liversion off the beack runnin: eastward fron TRILCINA in tfd GULF OF GAETY,

.~ E 39 passed directly over an enemy accoustic nine which exploded astern of ir
:nd akead of +he next toat ARB 71, A=x 39 suffered concussion Caese-teo—siter

sull frames, oil, »nd fuel lines. Due to the nrecerce of Alnes in thke area
“Ie omeration was cancelled and s A Es returned to S4LLIrRI0,

b

. 41 1430 Septenmber 15, AIB 63 with Admiral ~UPr3L, R, and Captain
~DIEIS CTG 80,4 aboard departed CAFRI for BAGIO on +re Island of ISCEIi. About
~2lfway across the GLIF OF IIAPLLS three IMEs which heg bteen sent akead as an
nti E boat screen were net’'returning at full speed. Their commander came close
~board and reported trat he had teen engaged bty enery shore batteries both fron
“--e mainland and he feared from ISCHIA itself, .Adnmiral [ONSH was put aboard the
“L and proceeded to CiFRI while Captain .UDFLiS continued to ISCHIA to investi-
ate. No enemy activity was encountered, :

On tke return trip to CAPRI, kowever, several salvos were fired at
<G 68, apparently:from the mainland, none landing closer than 150 yards.

Since anéther trip to ISCHIA had to be made, ARE 40, which ig
nable of /8 knots was used. This time a course was steered considerably closer
the mainTand TH order to insure drawing the enemy fire and thus locating the
~fending battery. This was done, ATB L0 being bracketed several times by 88
-llimeter anti-personnel shells, scme of which burst within 50 feet. Thre mission
accomplished as tre battery was located by the sun flashes. ARE proceeded to
-JLIA undanaged and without casualties,

i
Cam

4
Septenter 21, while on an air sea Teéscue search in the GULF OF GAETA
+ 40 was again fired on by shore positions in the GATA area,

At 1030 September 25, ARB 48 departed CAPRI for PROCIDA with pas-
7gers asboard. Arrival was at 1130 and the boat was tied up to the seawall in-
de the harbor on the northeast end of the island, At 1155 firing from 88
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aillineter tatteries on tre Figh ground across the CANAIE DI FROCIDA comienced ,
Lalf a dozen well controlled salvos falling about AFB 48, All tands who were

on the dock at the time took cover. As soon as tlre firing ceased temporarily, )}
[insizn Eertert g, FRIZiR, the boat captain/, loiii2e . L. tiGil. apd Iieutenant
(Jg) H, &, IORTE, USTR, a passencger, made a cdash for the btoat and zot Fer un-

—pEINaY, Iiring com-enced imuediately and a number of near hits vere scored on
B 48 as she cleared the barbor and ran for the shelter provided by the northe
tip of the 1sland, about 60 shrapnel Loles pierced tke hull in various nlaces,
but there were no casualties,

The boats of AZE 20l OlL conducted nunmerous nissions during the
whole period which were definitely in deficnce of the enemy; the transport of
0SS nen, paratroopers, and supplies to and from tke various islands of POLZA,
VLUTOTL R, IbChIA, and PROCIDA; the furnishing of aircraft beacons at night;
the perfermance of air sea rescue vork, and other special nissions compiling
Frundreds of engine hours.

The various bombing attacks undergone in the GULF OF SAL:TUIO were
a matter of course ang require no recording in this report.

e

FIRST ENDORS EMENT TASK GROUP 80,4

to 1tr. ARB RON 168 October 10, 1943
Secret ser, 018, of

October 5, 1943,

Froms Commander Task Group 80.4,
To. s Commandsr, U, S. Navdl Forces, Northwest African Waters.

1. Forwarded.
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Freom: Commanding Cfficer.
o - Commander Naval Forcss, Northwest African
"aters,
Sub ject: action Report of USS SC-690.
ZInclosure: (A) Subjeet Report,
1. Subject report was recently received by this

vessel for endorsement by Commander Task Group 80.4.

s Commander Task Group 80.4 left this vessel
when ths Task Group was dissolved in September, Inasmuch as
his present lccation is not known, the report is forwarded

herewith,
Q}L-
; Th
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“c/o Fleet Post Office, New York City.
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50690/ AL=3 2L September 1943.
rrom: Commanding Ofrficer.
To: Commander ~aval Forces,

slorthwest African aters.

Via: Commander Task Group 80.4.
Subject: Action Report.
ke This vessel sailed from Bizerte, Tunisia,

September 6 at 0730, After taking on a barrage balloon at
the harbor entrance, we proceeded to sea, echo ranging to
cover convoy FSM-1 X proceeding out of the harbor. Rendez-
vous was accomplished with the LCI's in convoy F3li-1l. st
0600 September 7, convoy FSM-1 X peeled off from F3l-1 and
proceeded into Palermo, Sicily, arriving there at 1100.

s In Palermo the four 3SC's in 80.4 (SC's 690,
691, 977, 1043) re-rigged barrage balloons in accordance
with radar deception plan and at 1315 proceeded to Termini
Imerese where we reported to Lt. Comdr. Patty, on thne LST
345, as escorts. At 2400 September 7 a submarine warning
came over the air; we weighed anchor and patrolled off shore
with no sound contacts and only one radar contact which proved
to be a Britisnh ML who rerused to answer tine challenge.

s At 0300 September 8 convoy FS3-2Y proceeded
from Termini to effect rendezvous with FSS-2X at point PR
at 0800 with the four 3C's as escorts. Rendezvous was made
on time, the four SC's waited ror task group 80.4 to arrive
after being released by Lt. Comdr. Patty. At 1000 the SC's
joined with its own group and proceeded nortoward to carry
out mission.

be it 2300 landing was effected on the Island of
Ventotene in northern entrance to the Bay of liaples. e
sereened the Dutch Gunboat FLORZES who lay to ready to orfer

assistance if necessary. The bombardment plan had been cancelled.

At 0200 September 9 the 35C-050 and SC-977 proceeded south with
the FLORES to join the Southern Attack Force off Agropoli in
the Bay of Salerno. No action was encountered on the trip.

At 0730 we reported to the Commander Task Force 80 in the
U.S.S. ANCON. At 0830 we were released by the FLORES and
ordered to report to the U.,S.S. WATINWRIGHT. e screened the
ANCON and CHASE for two days, started to escort H.M.S.

F A‘j‘g.i'-_‘f w.r & ( o
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